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Glossary of Terms 
 

Abbreviation Definition 

SOADC Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

WDC Warwick District Council 

PPOSS Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy 

SLL Strategic Leisure Limited 

LTA Lawn Tennis Association 

NGB National Governing Body 
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1. Introduction and Background Context 
 
1.1. Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SOADC) and Warwick District Council (WDC) commissioned Strategic Leisure Limited (SLL) to undertake a Playing 

Pitch and Outdoor Sport Strategy (PPOSS) for each District Council area in order to inform the South Warwickshire Local Plan.  
 
1.2. The PPOSS was completed in May 2025 and presents an assessment document exploring the capacity analysis of grass pitches, artificial pitches and 

outdoor bowling greens and tennis and netball courts, as well as athletics provision. The PPOSS also includes a strategy document exploring the 
impact that a range of scenarios, including housing development, would have on the capacity of outdoor sports provision in both Stratford-on-Avon and 
Warwick.  

 
1.3. The findings of the PPOSS are based on data collected from several credible sources, including but not limited to;  
 

• Local authority and public policy strategic documentation;  
• Sport England tools, including Active Places Power, the Active Lives Survey, Playing Pitch Calculator and the Sports Facility Calculator;  
• Stakeholder consultation, including Stratford-on-Avon Council Officers and Members, Sport England, relevant National Governing Bodies (NGB) 

of Sport, education providers, key user clubs; and  
• Site visits, undertaken at all strategically important sites across the Study Area.   

 
1.4. All clubs, for each sport, were contacted either by SLL directly or by the relevant NGBs with the aim of gathering information on their teams, membership, 

facilities, ancillary provision, development aspirations and any issues the club may currently be facing. If clubs did not respond to consultation, NGBs 
were asked to follow up in attempt to foster engagement.  
 

1.5. In the absence of a consultation response, club/team affiliation data provided by the relevant NGB was used to inform demand for individual facilities 
and for the sport in general.  
 

1.6. The baseline data, capacity analysis and recommendations presented as part of the PPOSS were signed off by all steering group members at each 
stage of the strategy’s development. However, since the publishing of the strategy, some anomalies have been identified with regards to tennis 
membership information and outdoor bowls in Stratford-on-Avon.  
 

1.7. Although it is the role of Stage E of the PPOSS to ensure that the strategy is kept up-to-date, due to the timing of this feedback this addendum aims to 
rectify the anomalies and ensure that the analysis for both sports is accurate and based on robust baseline information.  
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2. Tennis Addendum 
 
2.1. Henley-in-Arden Tennis Club identified that the affiliation data provided by the LTA is not an accurate reflection of their current membership. Due to 

this, the LTA has provided updated membership figures for 2025 for all clubs in the District. These figures are presented to the LTA by individual clubs 
and reflect the number of members currently affiliated to them.  
 

2.2. It is also highlighted by Ardencote Leisure Club, that their existing courts are no longer used by Ardencote Tennis Club. There are plans for the sale 
and redevelopment of the site, which will involve the loss of tennis court provision. Consultation with the club suggests that the club will cease to exist 
and members will disperse to other club sites in the area.  

 
2.3. This data and information are used in the analysis below to provide an updated club site capacity position and recommendations for tennis in Stratford-

on-Avon.  
 

Table 1: Tennis Club Membership in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Club Name Site Current Membership 

Alcester Tennis Club Alcester Tennis Club 399 

Aston Cantlow Tennis Club Aston Cantlow Tennis Club 66 

Bidford On Avon Bidford on Avon Tennis Club 107 

Claverdon Lawn Tennis Club Claverdon Lawn Tennis Club 98 

Harbury Tennis Club Harbury Playing Fields 80 

Henley In Arden Tennis Club Henley in Arden Tennis Club 318 

Ilmington Tennis Club Ilmington Multi Sports Club 108 

Napton Tennis Club Napton Sports Association 67 

Shipston On Stour Lawn Tennis Club Shipston Sports and Social Club 104 

Snitterfield Tennis Club Snitterfield Sports Club 135 

Stratford On Avon Lawn Tennis Club Stratford upon Avon Sports Club 498 

Studley Tennis Club Studley Sports and Social Club 77 

Tysoe Tennis Club Tysoe Tennis Club 78 
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Club Name Site Current Membership 

Wildmoor Spa & Health Club Bannatyne Health Club (Wildmoor) 230 

Total 2,365 

Ardencote Tennis Club Displaced 70 

 
2.4. The updated affiliation data shows that there are 14 clubs in the District, with a total membership of 2,365. However, due to Ardencote Tennis Club 

being displaced, there are an additional 70 ex-members of a tennis club looking for a new club. This would raise the total membership in the study area 
to 2,435. Future population projections provided by Stratford-on-Avon District Council, show an anticipated 23.6% increase in population by 2050. This 
growth would result in a total club membership of 3010 by 2050.  

 
2.5. Table 2 shows the current and future capacity of tennis club sites in Stratford-on-Avon. If a court is floodlit it has a membership capacity of 60, compared 

with a membership capacity of 40 if non-floodlit 
 

Table 2: Current and future capacity of tennis club sites in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Club Capacity (membership) Members % Utilisation Projected Members (2050) Projected % Utilisation 

Alcester Tennis Club 300 399 133% 493 164% 

Aston Cantlow Tennis Club 80 66 83% 82 102% 

Bidford On Avon 120 107 89% 132 110% 

Claverdon Lawn Tennis Club 80 98 123% 121 151% 

Harbury Tennis Club 180 80 44% 99 55% 

Henley In Arden Tennis Club 420 318 76% 393 94% 

Ilmington Tennis Club 120 108 90% 133 111% 

Napton Tennis Club 120 67 56% 83 69% 

Shipston On Stour Lawn Tennis Club 120 104 87% 129 107% 

Snitterfield Tennis Club 180 135 75% 167 93% 

Stratford On Avon Lawn Tennis Club 420 498 119% 616 147% 

Studley Tennis Club 120 77 64% 95 79% 

Tysoe Tennis Club 120 78 65% 96 80% 
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Club Capacity (membership) Members % Utilisation Projected Members (2050) Projected % Utilisation 

Wildmoor Spa & Health Club 120 230 192% 284 237% 

Ardencote Tennis Club (Displaced 
Membership) 

0 70 0 87 0 

 2500 2435 97% 3010 120% 

 
2.6. Table 2 shows that tennis club sites in the District are currently operating at 97% of their total capacity. Alcester Tennis Club, Claverdon Tennis Club, 

Stratford-on-Avon Tennis Club and Wildmoor Spa & Health Club are all operating over capacity due to large membership numbers.  
 
2.7. Based on growth predictions, club sites will be operating at 20% over their maximum capacity by 2050. In addition to the clubs identified in paragraph 

2.6, demand increases will also result in capacity challenges at Aston Cantlow Tennis Club, Bidford-on-Avon Tennis Club, Ilmington Tennis Club, and 
Shipston-on-Stour Lawn Tennis Club. However, both Henley-in-Arden Tennis Club and Snitterfield Tennis Club will be operating at very close to 
maximum capacity.  

 
2.8. As suggested in paragraph 2.2, the loss of court facilities at Ardencote Leisure Club, will result in the re-distribution of Ardencote Tennis Club members 

to other local clubs. For geographical reasons, members may be attracted to Claverdon Lawn Tennis Club, Henley-in-Arden Tennis Club and Snitterfield 
Tennis Club, all of which will be operating at close to or over capacity based on future growth projections.  

 
2.9. Adding capacity to club sites through additional court development and the installation of floodlights should be explored, alongside investment in public 

courts to improve quality and accessibility. Ensuring that public sites are LTA registered, appropriately managed and provide an online booking to court 
journey should also be a priority to ensure adequate capacity for the current and future demand for tennis.  
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3. Outdoor Bowls Addendum 
 
3.1. As part of the PPOSS assessment document, 14 greens on 14 individual sites were referenced. However, feedback from Henley Memorial Trust 

identified an additional site at Henley-in-Arden Crown Green Bowling Club, bringing the total number of greens to 15 within Stratford-on-Avon. An 
updated audit of outdoor bowls facilities in the District is provided in Table 3.  

 
Table 3: Bowls Sites in Stratford-on-Avon 

 

Site Sub Areas Club Using Site Affiliated? Ownership Management Greens  
Green 
Condition 

Clubhouse 
Condition 

Bidford on Avon Bowls 
Club 

SA1 
Bidford on Avon 
Bowls Club 

Bowls England Local Authority Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 

Studley Entaco SA1 
Studley Entaco 
Bowls Club 

Bowls England Local Authority Sports Club 1 Good Standard 

Fenny Compton SA3 
Fenny Compton 
Bowling Club 

Bowls England Local Authority Local Authority 1 Standard Standard 

Southam United SA3 Southam United Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Good Good 

Henley-in-Arden 
Sports Ground 

SA2 
Henley-in-Arden 
Bowls Club 

British Crown Green 
Bowling Association 

Trust Sports Club 1 Good Good 

Ilmington Multi Sports 
Facility 

SA4 
Ilmington Multi 
Sports Facility 

Bowls England Local Authority Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 

Newbold on Stour 
Bowls Club 

SA4 
Newbold on Stour 
Bowls Club 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Poor Standard 

Norgren Bowling Club SA4 
Norgren Bowling 
Club 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 

Avon Bowling Club SA5 Avon Bowling Club Bowls England Local Authority Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 

NFU Sports Ground SA5 
Farmers Insurance 
Sports & Social 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 
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Site Sub Areas Club Using Site Affiliated? Ownership Management Greens  
Green 
Condition 

Clubhouse 
Condition 

Snitterfield Sports 
Club 

SA5 
Snitterfield Bowls 
Club 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Good Standard 

Stratford upon Avon SA5 Stratford Bowls Club Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Good Good 

Welford on Avon SA5 
Welford on Avon 
Bowls Club 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Good Standard 

Kineton SA6 Kineton Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Standard Standard 

Wellesbourne SA6 
Wellesbourne Bowls 
Club 

Bowls England Sports Club Sports Club 1 Good Good 

 
3.2. The PPOSS identified no capacity issues on outdoor bowling greens and many clubs highlighted that new members would be actively encouraged, 

suggesting that any future growth in demand for the sport can be met at existing facilities.  
 
3.3. Protecting existing facilities, supporting grounds staff with the appropriate maintenance capabilities and working with clubs to help the growth and 

development of the sport remain priorities for all bowls clubs, facility owners, NGBs and Stratford-on-Avon District Council.  
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Disclaimer 
  
Forecasts and recommendations in any proposal, report or letter are made in good faith and on the basis of the information before the Company at the time. 
Their achievement must depend, among other things, on effective co-operation of the Client and the Client’s staff. In any consequence, no statement in any 
proposal, report or letter is to be deemed to be in any circumstances a representation, undertaking, warranty or contractual condition. 
  

  
© 2025 Strategic Leisure Limited  

All rights reserved 
 


