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Purpose

When made (adopted) this Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the Development Plan for
Stratfordon-Avon District in accordance with theocalismAct of 2011. The Actgiveslocal
people more say in the future of where they live.

As such, this Neighboudwod Plan records and reflecssision for Southam that was
developed through consultation wissidentsand sets out clear planniobjectivesto
support thisrsision over the Platerm
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1 Introduction

TheLocalism Actof 2012is intended to give people the opportunity to have a greater say in
the planning process taking place within their area. Tlasligeved by enabling
communities to produce a Neighbourhood Development Plan

This NeighbourhoodevelopmenPlanaims to maké&outhaman even better place to be

now and for future genationsand is intended to meet the aspirations of all members of the
community The Plartermcovess aperiodupto 2031andwill be subject to review during

this time.

ThePlan is based on extensive reseaatihered throughobust engagement with the local
community.Written by over 30 volunteer townsfolind informed byontributionsand
survey results fronsouthand s r e, this NeghboushoodPlanseekdo:

1 Shapethe placeparishionersvork and live,

1 Informhowand whadevelopment takes place

1 Influencethe type, quality and location of development,

1 Ensurethat change brings with it local benefitcluding to the natural

environment, in transport choice and job creation
1 Explore opportunities for integenerational activities and interaction.

Figure1  Market Hill and St James Church 2017

All Neighbourhood Plans must meet the following basic conditions:

1 Contribute to sustainable development.

1 Be in generatonformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan for the area. For
Southam this is the Stratfeah-Avon Local Plan (known as the Core Stratégy)

Have appropriate regard to national policy.

Have regard to the current work bewngdertaken on the South Warwickshire Local
Plan.

1
1

1 A new South Warwickshire Local Planmerging the Stratford on Avon and Warwick District
plans, is noted and thisNeighbourhood Plan will be reviewed when appropriate to align.
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1 Remain compliant with the National Policies as specified in the National Planning
and Policy Framework (NPPF) 2021 published version.

1 Be compatible with EU regulations and directives relating to Strategiel@ament
and Habitats assessment.

The contribution to sustainable development is required to demonstrate:

1 An economic rolé contributing to building a strong and competitive economy.

1 A social rolei supporting a vibrant and healthy community.

1 An environnental rolei contributing to the protection and enhancement of our
natural, built and historic environment.

The final version of a Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to independent examination and
then to a local referendum where a simple majority of thesidents that vote will determine

the outcome. Once approved, the Neighbourhood plan policies will be applied alongside the
Core Strategy strategic policies when considering planning applications within the defined
Neighbourhood Plan area.

1.1 HOW TO READ THIS PLAN

This document is organised as follows:

Southam Todayi A short profile of Southam.

Southamb s PTahsits i s t o demonstrate the origi
environment, key buildings and community.

Mapsi Key maps relevant to understanding of the Plan.

A Vision for Southami Thisis what the residents of Southam hope Southam

will be like in the future.

1 Objectives, Policies and Aspiration§ Thi s i s the MfAmeato of t
Objectiveshave beerformulated that, if achieved, would make Southam more

like the Southam in the VisionThey are meant to be in plain language for the

lay reader.Under eaclobjectivethere argoliciesfor developerso follow

thatwill help to achieve thebjectives Policy wording tends to be more

technical. Aspirations reflect the desires of the community that are not land

use planning based policies. They can be projeds gocial or

infrastructure such as addressing parking problems) that the community has

identified and which may be funded througbn@munity Infrastructure Levy

(CIL).

)l
)l

T
T

1.2 SOUTHAM TODAY

Southam is a small market towvith a populatiory,327 situatedn the north east of
Stratford on Avon Districbf Warwickshire It is classified as a Main Rural Centre (MRR)
t he District Cowitmanenitiéstbat S€rgerserroudding allagsarty as
secondary schooling, shopsedical andeisure facilities angllaces oemployment.

The settlemendevelopedver a thousand years agothe junction othe Welsh Road
droving routeto London andhe route north from OxfordLivestock markets were held in

201 DO1 AOETI T AOOEiI AOGA EO OEA 0OOi 1 AR02foCeada BfEOEEOA #1 O
the two District wards of Southam parish. Sedata.warwickshire.govuk/population/reports
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Southam at thevestern side of theain thoroughfare and the buildings set back to
accommodate. This has given the centre an open and spacious character.

Figure 2  Market Hill

Architecture has been influenced by local matefiaiding its proximity and connections
with the limestone quarry dhe northen edge of the parish boundary. A firelifi42
accounted for much of the town centre soitnepre-Georgian buildings survivkncluding
the Manor House (now a retail letting). As a result, tiseeewide variety of styles in the
town centre wh many listed buildings and monumehasdmuch to interest visitors.

Industry has developed in the last ceniteptredon automotivesupplierswith Jaguar Land

Rover and Aston Martibothin nearby Gaydon.

Being on an ancient transport hub, tbe/n has always had good access to the road network

and in 1991, due to heavy traffic in the high street, a north/south bypass was opened that

skirted the eastern side of the buwifi area. Pressures on further development since then has

led to significabh number of dwellings being built to the east of the bypass leading to the
situation today where approximately 30% of Sou

Further residential development is hampered by infrastructure constraints not least of which
being secondary educatiaapacityprovided by Southam College, established on its current
central site in the 1950s. A further limitation is the route of HS2 which passes through the

southwestern lobe of the parish boundary.

The fact that there is little hal suitable for development within reasonable walking distance
of the centre of Southam means accommodating those less able to use private transport,
including the growing number of elderly pedpleill be increasingly difficult and also meet

the PublicSector Equality Duty

3 See Appendix 2

4 Warwickshire County Council population projectionsat data.warwickshire.gov.uk/population

based on ONS figures
5 SeeStratford-on-Avon District Counci @ingle Equality Scheme 201-20216
democracy.stratford.gov.uk

AOAEIT AAT A £EOT i
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Outside the town itself, the rest of the Plan area is mostly low to medium value agricultural
land

The river Stowe flowshroughSouthanfrom eastto westwhere it runs through a shallow
valley, part of which isdesignated an Area of Restraimthe Core Strategynuch valued ¥
residents as a place of recreation and-bxetig.

1.3 SOUTHAMG6S PAST

I n considering the f wpmentaetisssefa oealsoarddersdandiat h a m
little of its history and what has influenced its development to date.

1.3.1 Ancient History

Referred to as O6Suchamé in the Domesday Bo
archaeology back to Romémes. The town and surrounding villagee steeped ihistory
and Southam itself played a significant role in the English Civil War.

Southam is famous for the minting of its own currency (Southam toldmsh came about
because the locals found the riegiEnglish currency too high in value for everyday use.
Today you can visit The Olde Mint public house on Coventry Street.

Figure3 { 2 dzii KHoly\®@ail is way-markedfrom the town centre

S o u t hneostahaent structure is the Holy WeNVith its natural springthe well waonce
the townés only source of fresh Stlldldweng and
freely today, the wellabout half a mile from the town centoan be reached by a prettyd
accessible trathlong the Stowe valley.

1.3.2 Middl e Ages

In 1043 Leofric, the husband of Lady Godiva, granted the Manor of Southam to Coventry
Priory.

St James Parish Church dates from the 13th Ceahdyccupies the site of an earlgaxon
Church.

0s

ok,

wa s
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22.

23.

24,

The townbés Mar ket ChbgHenrgll andvfacasingafarmingard i n
agriculture, Southam grew substantially maintaining strong links with Coventry through the
wool and weaving trades.

After the dissolution of the monasteries, in 1542 Southam was granted to Sir Edmund

Knightley. When helied later that same yeahemanor was divided between his five
nieces.

1.3.3 Civil War

Figure 4  SealedKnot2013re-enactmentof Charled arrival in Southam

The town is particularly noted for its role in the English Civil War when both Charles | and
Oliver Cromwell garrisoned troops hera.significant skirmish between Royalists and

Parliamentarian®ok place near the town in August 1682 sec al | ed fABatt |l e
andlaterChar | es | st ay #anoriHousémmesliatélydbeforedtie Battle of
Edge Hill.

Figure5  Cottagesn BanburyRoad

1227

of

Sc
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

1.3.4 Droving

Southam was once on a main droving route from Wales to Lcembmugenumbersof
sheep and cattle were regularly driven through the town on their vesty toarkes.

The mainstage coach route from Glasgow to Londoossed the droving route at Southam

and manycoaching inns and market taverns were established in theatoamesult The

Craven Arms (still standing and now converted
significant coaching inn and at one time was said to stable 80 horses.

- .

Figure 6 TheCravenArms aformer coachinginn isthe white building in the centre

Later, because of its mar ket t own status,
Court and UniorwWorkhouse.

1.3.5 Social Medicine

In 1818, Mr Lilley-Smith, a local surgeon, foundad Eye and Ear Infirmaryin 1823he

al so founded t he c o uaforerundesof theiNatiorial HealtheServicd.i s pen s a
The Dispensary cottage location is markecilmgonument to the work of Mr Lillegmithon

the junction of WarwiclRoadand Wattons Laneln the 20th century, the infirmary building

servedas he t owno6s [iie mnow awedding andh eveéntevénue known as Warwick

House.

1.3.6 Industry

Things stated to change for the towrom the mid18th centurywith the development of the
canalsand later, from the railways.Small cottage industries disappeatede replaced in
morerecent years by light industrial units on the edge of town.

In the mid1800s, when the railways/passedhe town and the droving and coaching trade
haddied away, the local lime quarries developsmsuringthe towrd survival Several
different cement works grew up around Southangof which, now run byCemex still
survives today, withlisusedas well as working quarries on therthernoutskirts of the town.

10
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30.

31.

32.

14 SOUTHAMGS CHARACTER

Each town or village has a local distinctiveness that its residents seek to maintain as part of
the identity of the communityHoweer, it can be difficult to articulate this in such a way as
to provide guidance for developers.

A general review of the various areas of distinctiveness within the diskestribes the
building materials of théias Uplands in which Southamnsostly situated aseing White

Lias Limestone (now known as Langport Member Limestone), Blue Lias Limestone and
brick. The land to the east of the bypass is in the Clay Vale zone but has similar building
materials.

=

L

Figure 7 A sympathetic design combining a lightick and BlueLias colouring

At Sout ha mediaeva marketeown shapéth an old market square next to the
churchtheextrawi de Coventry Street which was once
road passed through from west to east andsed the north/south coaching road. The

buildings bordering these spaces and roads consist of an individual mixture of mainly
Georgian houses with Victorian additions surrounding two distinctive large mediaeval
houses.Later, the influence of the negrlquarry has led to a significant amount of cement
rendering giving the centre a unique open and heterogeneous look.

t

he
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33.

34.

35.

Figure 8  Juxtaposition oforick and whitewash walls typical in Southam

While there are always exceptions, the predominant building materialas ligtit brick
with tiled roofing. The walls of many dwellings are whitewashed and this is a feature of
Sout hamdés r esi deginteimardy stene lwlildings araderhentsenderece t s

Although light coloured stone is present in some buildings in Southam, a new development in
this kind of material is unlikely to be appropriate. Any new buildings using iseistone
or yellow/ochrecolouredor similar materials would not be appropriateSoutham.

Southamés industrial activity is mainly to
industrial and office units are located away from residential streets.

12
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36.

2 Neighbourhood Plan Maps

2.1 SOUTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA BOUNDARY

The Neighbourhood Plaakes appropriate regard to the National Planning Policy Framework
2019 (NPPF), the Stratformh-Avon Core Strategy and related advice. The Stratbord

Avon District Designh Guide and the Landscape Sensitivity Study 2011 also provided essential
guidance.

The area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is defined by the parish boundary of
Southam (seEigure 9.
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Figure 9  The Neighbourhood Area
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2.2 POLICY MAPS

The mapn 0 showsthe developmensitesin the Core Strategy together witther already
committed siteghe current BuitUp Area Boundary, the Conservation Area and Area of
Restraint The Scheduled Asient Monument is the Holy WellHS2 has reserved a large
areaalong the south west of the plan area for siting and construction of the line.

14



Southam Neighbourhood Plan
2011 to 2031

SOUTHAM

Neighbourhood Plan

Legend
D Conservation Areas
®  Scheduled Monument
Area of Restraint
Built Up Area Boundary
Core Strategy Development
Commitment

Town Centre Boundary
[E—=] Hs2 safeguarding Zone

——= T~

\ Ordnance-Survey 0100015184

@V'éfbwn,,copyright and database rights 2020
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Figure 10 Local Green Space (Policy 01)
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Figure 11 Proposed Site for SeBuild Homes jara103)
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Figure 12 Overall Flood Risk Map (Policy 15)
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Figure 13 Fluvial Flood Risk Through Town Censteowing Flood Zones 2&@olicy 15)
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Flood Zone 3a [

Flood Zone 3b

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2020/
Ordnance Survey 0100015184

Figure 14 Fluvial Flood Risk Through Town Centre showing Flood Zones 3a & 3b (Policy

15)
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Figure 15 Areas ofHighSurface Water Flood Risk (Policy 15)

2.3 PUBLIC SECTOR EQUALITY DUTY

3. This Plan has been prepared having regard to t
This is a general | egaault hdourtiyt ipelsabc ebdy usp.olnd 9a lolf ot
2010. They must O6éhave regarddéd to the Duty when
means when preparing this Plan and taking subsequent planning decisions. Briefly, the law
defines certaterroptocesdt tohahi ch the Duty appl

in a |and use plan will be those relating to 0
therefore considered the impact of the Plan on all age groups and people with disabilities.
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38.

39.

3 Southam Vision

Southamwill be a desirable place to live, being a sustainable rural community where people
feel happy tdive andwork safely with plentiful opportunities f@port and recreatiorlhe
environment, community services, economic growth ucaltdevelopment and infrastructure

of the neighbourhood will be protected and enhanced for future generations.

Utilising the results of the Stratfom@h-Avon District Council survey of Southam households
in 20167 the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Grougamised around the four key themes that
mattered to Southam people:

1 Housing,
Further growth in Southam witheet the needsf people of all ages and
abilities with respect to access to community, infrastructure and retail
amenities. Théuilt environment will reflect and enhance the qualities of
Southam.

1 Environment,
All residents including the disabledyill have nommotor access to preserved
and protected green spacksdscap@iews and dark skies.

1 Infrastructure
Visiting the town entre will be a safe and pleasant experience with ready
access for those with or without motor transport. Places for healthcare,
education and employment will keep pace with growingemalving
population needs.

1 Community
Visitors will be attracted to ghtown to add to the already strong community
spirit and maintain a vibrant retail centre

7 Southam Neighbourhood Plan Surve2016
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40.

41.

42.
43.

44,

45.

4 PlanPolicies

Introduction

In considering the Vision Statements, a numbeapéctives emerged that, if achieved,
would help realise the vision. The objectives are:

Conserve and develop local green spaces
Reflect and enhance Southam qualities
Enhance theublic realm

Meet the housing need

Refine the busing mix

Reduce carboandresourcedlemand
Safe walking andycling

Manageparking and traffic

Manage flood risk

Encourage aifarant commercial centre
Conserves 0 u t hharitages

=4 =8 =8 =8 =8 -8 9 -9 -9 -9 -9

It was noted that these objectives could not be classified simply as belonging to any single
key theme.For instance, housing mix serves housing and community; safe walking and
cycling serves environment and infrastructure.

The Pl ands policies therefore are presented

Taking into account thatithin the Stratfordon-Avon District Council(SDC) Core Sategy
term, Southanis to make availablabout1100 newdwellings At the time ofissue of this
neighbourhoogblan, Southam hasommittedto 1108 new dwellings,

4.1 OBJECTIVE # 1: CONSERVE AND DEVELOP LOCAL GREEN
SPACES (ENVIRONMENT)

To conserve and develop Soh a gréen space® ensure that all current and future
residents of Southam have green and open spaces of a suitable quality and quantity to
appreciate and enjoy.

4.1.1 Explanation

97% of respondents to a survey of Southam residents wished that the Neighbourhood Plan
designates local green spae9% of Southam Christmas Market survey respondents
(December 2016) ranked the conservation of our parks and green apatasor most

importanti the highestrankingtopic of all those tested. In addition, 83% of the respondents
deemed the protection of local countryside as vital or most important. With over 1,000 new
houses being built in Southam based on the site allosaticthe Core Strategy, Southam
residentsare most passionate about this topic anthe®lan acknowledges the requirement

for town growth but within a sensitive framework of green space, countryside and landscape
preservation.Another benefit of moregen space i® preventobstruction of natural

drainag and hencenitigate overall flood risk.

8031 OOEAI . AECEAI OOETTA 01 AT )T EOEAI #1711 001 OAOQEI I
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46.

47.

48.

POLICY 01: LOCAL GREEN SPACES

This Plan designates the following areas of Local Green Space as defirigti@n
10at the following locations in the town of Southam:

LGS 1: Stowe Valley includinghe Holy Well
LGS 2: Abbey Lane Green

LGS 3: Park Lane Recreation Ground

LGS 4: Tithe Lodge

LGS 5: Grange Gardens and Peace Garden
LGS 6: Southam College Playing Fields
LGS 7: Merestone Park

LGS 8: Tollgate Rod Play Area

LGS 9: River Stowe off A425

LGS 10: Riverside Walk

LGS 11: Welsh Road East Allotments

LGS 12 Southam Cricket Ground

LGS 13: Southam United Rugby Football Club

The management of development within areas of Local Green Space will be
consistent with that for development within Green Belts.

A =2 -42-_4_-9_-9_-9_9_9_-°5_-24_--°3-2-

4.1.2 Justification: Local Green Spaces

Consultation with residerftenade clear that there wasoh of concern to conserve green
spaces in Southam. The Core Strategy also recognises that Southam is deficient in its
publicly available amenity green spamampared to that required for healthy communitfes

This policy specifies particuldrocal Green Spaces of high utility and affection in the
community. Inaddition,a major new site is specified as a possible site for a new public
amenity.

The Local Green Spaces are shown on the mag-{gaee 10 and described in paragraphs
49to0 79.

An independenassessmemtf these sites has beprovided by an external consultaht

9 Town Survey 2016, Christmas Market 2016.
10 Core Strategy Policy AS7 para B.2
und! 61 ol ATTET¢C 3A0O0OEAAO 31 OOEAI . AECEAT OOETT A $AOA
Assessmats April 2018.
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49.

50.

51.

4.1.3 List of Local Green Spaces

4.1.3.1 LGS X Stowe Valley including the Holy Well

Traversed by a network of public rights of way and leading to the Blue Lias Ring walk this
section represents a major part of the Holywell walk experience and lies in the highly valued
Stowe Valley, the last true extensive tract of mixed open farmed amédhslel land left in
Southam. Holywell Walk is steeped in local historical significance. This extends south of the
river to include this site. Along the walk is the thousand year old, Grade Il listed and
scheduled monument, the Holy Well and adjacethécsouthern/western boundaries are the
grounds of the Grade Il listed Stoneythorpe Hall. Just south of the site are the medieval Old
Barn and Mill Pits (mentioned in the Domesday Book).

Figure 16 The Path Along the Stowe Valley towards the Holy Well

Panoramic \ews of the northern part of the town are evidenced when entering Southam from
the A425 and for walkers and ramblers using the public rights of way. The vistas to the East
provide a clearer view of St James church and the recreation ground.

Rich in wildlife and natural habitats the valley floor and Stowe riverside walk provides an
environment enabling residents to exercise or enjoy quiet reflection, vital to resident health
and wellbeing. Considered the "green lung™ of Southam, it delivers sweeping unbroken
panoramic vistas in all directions. Part of this section is currently classed as an Area of
Restrainf13

12 Core Strategy para 4.4.3.
13 Landscape Sensitivity Study for Stratforebn-Avon District Part Cz Areas of Restraint
Assessments
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53.

54.

Figure 17 The Holy Well

The special qualities of the site include distinctiveness due to its natural beauty. It is well
used and cherished by tbemmunity, onnecting the countryside to the buijp area. As
such, it offers a sense of peaceful tranquillity for local residents, visitors, walkers, dog
walkers and ramblers.

4.1.3.2 LGS Z Abbey Lane Green

The special qualities of the site include its stroagtribution to local character. It has the
feel of a small green and sits firmly in the centre of the conservation area. It is surrounded by
listed buildings and monuments and helps break up the surrounding built form.

The site offers a sense of opennasd restful spot for users and visitors to the site while
taking in the surrounding listed buildings and their grounds.
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