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Purpose

When made (adopted) this Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the Development Plan for
Stratfordon-Avon District in accordance with theocalismAct of 2011. The Actgiveslocal
people more say in the future of where they live.

As such, this Neighboudwod Plan records and reflecssision for Southam that was
developed through consultation wissidentsand sets out clear planniobjectivesto
support thisrsision over the Platerm
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1 Introduction

1. TheNeighbourhoodPlanaims to maké&outhaman even better place to be now and for future
geneations. The Platermcovess a periodup to 2031andwill be subject to review during
this time.

2. The Neighbourhood Plan is based on extensive resgatiobred thoughrobust engagement
with the local communityWritten by over 30 volunteer townsfoéind informed by
contributionsand survey results fro@outhand s r e, this NeighboushoodPlanseekgo:

1 shape the plagearishionersvork and live,

1 inform howand whatdevelopment takes place

1 influence the type, quality and location of development,
1 ensurehat change brings with it local benefit.

Figure 1 Market Hill and St James Church 2017

1.1 HOW TO READ THIS PLAN

3. This document is organised as follows

1 Southam Todayi A short profile of Southam.
I Southamb s Plalsits i s to demonstrate the origi
environment, key buildings and community.
Mapsi Key maps relevant to understanding of the Plan.
A Vision for Southami Thisis what the residents of Southam hope Southam
will be like in the future.
1 Objectives, Policies and Aspirations Thi s i s the fAmeato of t
Objectiveshave beeriormulated that, if achieved, would make Southam more
like the Southam in the VisionThey are meant to be in plain language for the
lay reader.Under eaclobjectivethere argoliciesfor developerso follow
thatwill help to achieve thebjectives Policy wording tends to be more
technical. Aspirations reflect the desires of the commtby that are not land
use planning based policies. They can be projeagsspocial or infrastructure

= =4
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such as addressing parking problems) that the community has identified and
which may be funded througho@munity Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

1.2 SOUTHAM TO DAY

Southam is a small market towsith a populatior6,842 situatedn the north east of
Stratford on Avon Districof Warwickshire It is classified as a Main Rural Centre (MRK)
the District Cowitmanenitiédbat sS€reersarrousnly vilagesurly as
secondary schooling, shopsedical andeisure facilities anghlaces oemployment.

The settlemendevelopedver a thousand years agothe junction othe Welsh Road
droving routeto London andhe route north from OxfordLivestock markets were held in
Southam at thevestern side of the main thoroughfare and the buildings set back to
accommodate. This has given the centre an open and spacious character.

Figure 2 Market Hill

Architecture has been inenced by local materiaiscluding its proximity and connections
with the limestone quarry on the northedge of the parish boundary. A firelin42
accounted for much of the town centre boinepre-Georgian buildings survigkincluding
the Manor Hoge (now a retail letting). As a result, thev@ wide variety of styles in the
town centre withmany listed buildings and monumehandmuch to interest visitors.

Industry has developed in the last centteptredon automotivesupplierswith Jaguar land
Rover and Aston Martibothin nearby Gaydon.

Being on an ancient transport hub, the town has always had good access to the road network

and in 1991, due to heavy traffic in the high street, a north/south bypass was opened that

skirted the easternd® of the buikup area. Pressures on further development since then has

led to significant number of dwellings being built to the east of the bypass leading to the
situation today where approximately 30% of Sou

101 DpO1 AGET T AOOEI AGA EO OEA O00i 1 A&# 7TAOxEAEOEEOA #1 0O
the two District wards of Southam parish. Sedata.warwickshire.gov.uk/population/reports
2 See Appendix 2
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Furthe residential development is hampered by infrastructure constraints not least of which
being secondary educatioapacityprovided by Southam College, established on its current
central site in the 1950s. A further limitation is the route of HS2 whickegabtrough the
southwestern lobe of the parish boundary.

The fact that there is little land suitable for development within reasonable walking distance
of the centre of Southam means accommodating those less able to use private transport,
including the gowing number of elderly peoplewill be increasingly difficult and also meet

the Public Sector Equality Duty

Outside the town itself, the rest of the Plan area is mostly low to medium value agricultural
land and development would have low sustaiitstaind poor connecti@to townamenities

The river Stowe flowshrough theSouthanfrom eastto westwhere it runs through a shallow
valley, designated an Area of Restraimthe Core Strategynuch valued ¥ residents as a
place of recreation and weiking.

1.3 SOUTHAMG6S PAST

I n considering the future shape of Southamés d

little of its history and what has influenced its development to date.

1.3.1 Ancient History

Referredo as 6éSuchamd in the Domesday Book,
archaeology back to Roman times. The town and surrounding vikageseeped ihistory
and Southam itself played a significant role in the English Civil War.

Southam igamous for the minting of its own currency (Southam tokersgh came about
because the locals found the regular English currency too high in value for everyday use.
Today you can visit The Olde Mint public house on Coventry Street.

3272
4972

Sout ha
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17.

18.

19.

Figure3 { 2 dzii KHoly\®all is way-markedfrom the town centre

S o ut hmeostahaent structure is the Holy WeNVith its natural spring, the well wasmce
the townds only source of fr esh Stillddawang
freely today, the wellabout hd a mile from the town centrean be reached by a pretigd
accessible tratlong the Stowe valley.

1.3.2 Middle Ages

and

In 1043 Leofric, the husband of Lady Godiva, granted the Manor of Southam to Coventry

Priory.

St James Parish Church dates from the 13th Ceatdccupies the site of an earlsaxon
Church.

The townds Mar ket ChbgHHenrgliland/facasingafarmingerd
agriculture, Southam grew substantially maintaining strong linis @oventry through the
wool and weaving trades.

After the dissolution of the monasteries, in 1542 Southam was granted to Sir Edmund
Knightley. When halied later that same yedhemanor was divided between his five
nieces.

n

wa s
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21.

22.

1.3.3 Civil War

Figure 4 SealedKnot2013re-enactment of Charled arrival in Southam

The town is particularly noted for its role in the English Civil War when both Charles | and
Oliver Cromwell garrisoned troops hera.significant skirmish between Royalists and
Parliamentarian®ok place nesthe town in August 164@hesec al | ed #fABattl e
andlaterChar | es | st ay #anoriHousemmesliatelydbeforedtle Battle of
Edge Hill.

Figure5 Cottagesn BanburyRoad

1.3.4 Droving

Southam was once on a main droving route from Walksndonandhugenumbersof
sheep and cattle were regularly driven through the town on their veily toarkes.

The main stage coach route from Glasgow to Loratossed the droving route at Southam
and manycoaching inns and market taverns were estaddigh the towras a result The

Craven Arms (still standing and now converted

significant coaching inn and at one time was said to stable 80 horses.

of

Sc
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Figure 6 TheCravenArms, aformer coachinginn is the white buildingin the centre
Later, because of its market town status,

Court and Union Workhouse.

1.3.5 Social Medicine
In 1818, Mr Lilley-Smith, a local surgeon, founded Eye and Ear Infirmaryin 1823he

also foundedthecu nt r y 8 s

The Dispensary cottage location is marked by a monument to the work of Mr&ithéir on
the junction of WarwiclRoadand Wattons Laneln the 20th century, the infirmary buifd)
t own 6 s [tis mow a wepdding anth eventevénue known as Warwick

served ag h e
House.

1.3.6 Industry

Things started to change for the tofsom the mid18th centurywith the development of the
canalsand later, from the railways. Smallcottage industries disappeatedoe replaced in
morerecent years by light industrial units on the edge of town.

f i r isatforefunneref thet Natigna&l Hezalth IService.

In the mid1800s, when the railways/passedhe town and the droving and coaching trade
haddied away, the local lime quarries developmmuringthe towrd survival Several
different cement works grew up around Southangof which, now run byCemex still
survives today, witlldisusedas well as working quarries on therthernoutskirts of the town.

14 SOUTHAMGOS CHARACTER

Each town or village has a local distinctiveness that its residents seek to maintain as part of
the identity of the communityHowever it can be difficult to articulate this in such a way as
to provide guidance for developers.

A general review of the virus areas of distinctiveness within the distritetscribes the
building materials of th&ias Uplands in which Southamnsostlysituated a®eing White
Lias Limestone (now known as Langport Member Limestone), Blue Lias Limestone and

5300A0A&EI OA 11 10117 $EOOOEAO #i O1 AEI

$1 AOI AT O

i30$Q 0AOO
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28.

brick. The land tahe east of the bypass is in the Clay Vale zone but has similar building
materials.

Figure 7 A sympathetic design combining a light brick and Bluias colouring

At Sout ha méediaeval mdrketeown shiapith an old market square next to the
churchtheextrawi de Coventry Street which was once
road passed through from west to east and crossed the north/south coaching road. The
buildings bordering these spaces and roads consist of an individual mixture of mainly
Georgian houses with Victorian additions surrounding two distinctive large mediaeval
houses.Later, the influence of the nearby quarry has led to a significant amount of cement
rendering giving the centre a unique open and heterogeneous look.

11
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30.

31.

Figure 8 Juxtapositbn of brick and whitewash walls typical in Southam

While there are always exceptions, the predominant building material is red or light brick
with tiled roofing. The walls of many dwellings are whitewashed and this is a feature of
Sout hamo s dretailistceetsinteimany stene buildings are cement rendered

Although light coloured stone is present in some buildings in Southam, a new development in
this kind of material is unlikely to be appropriate. Any new buildings using iseistone
or yellow/ochrecolouredor similar materials would not be appropriate in Southam.

Southamés industrial activity is mainly to
industrial and office units are located away from residential streets.
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2 Neighbourhood Plan Maps

2.1 SOUTHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA BOUNDARY

The Neighbourhood Plan takes appropriate regard to the National Planning Policy Framework
2019 (NPPF), the Stratformh-Avon Core Strategy and related advice. The Stratbord

Avon District Design Guide and the Landscape Sensitivity Study 2011 also provided essential
guidance.

The area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is defined by the parish boundary of
Southam (seEigure 9.
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2.2 POLICY MAPS

The mapn Figure 10showsthe developmensitesin the Core Strategy together with
other already committed sitebe current BuitUp Area Boundary, the Conservation
Area and Area of RestrainThe Scheduled Ancient Monument is the Holy Well.
HS2 has reserved a large aadang the south west of the plan area for siting and
construction of the line.

14



Southam Neighbourhood Plan —ASOUTHAM”
2011 tO 2031 eighbourhood Plan

Legend
D Conservation Areas
®  Scheduled Monument
Area of Restraint
Built Up Area Boundary
Core Strategy Development
Commitment

Town Centre Boundary
[E=] Hs2 safeguarding Zone

2, — s
;:/:/_,’/F‘Oﬂ N | ”n X - ——— 0 N*u,l_\%»‘
S NS ——t=a © Crown._Copyright and database rights 2020
B4 B ek ~\ Ordnance Survey 0100015184

Figure 10SouthamPolicies Map(from SDC Policies Map, Inset 7)
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Figure 11Local Green Space (Policy 01)
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Figure 12Valued Landscapeand Viewpoints(Policy 02)
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Figure 13Proposed Site for SeBuild Homes jara103)
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Figure 140verall Flood Risk Map (Policy 15)
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Figure 15Fluvial Flood Risk Through Town Censtgowing Flood Zones 2&®olicy 15)
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