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Foreword 

 

This parish is set amongst the attractive rolling hills of the south Warwickshire countryside.  The 

village itself enjoys a hilltop setting which offers impressive views over the surrounding rural 

landscape.  The Church of St Lawrence and The Windmill are prominent buildings at the top of 

Napton Hill and are well known landmarks.  Lower down, the Oxford Canal follows the contour 

on three sides of the hill to minimise the number of locks needed.    

 

The parish has a long history.  By the Middle Ages agricultural activity meant the village had 

become one of the largest settlements in Warwickshire.  There were around 1000 people then 

living here, a similar level to the current population.  In subsequent years there was significant 

industrial activity associated with the canal network and the brickworks.  Whilst these past 

industrial activities may have fallen by the wayside there are still a number of businesses and 

farms located in the parish.  However the present village is primarily residential in nature 

supported by a range of services and facilities.  But perhaps most important is the existence of a 

strong and vibrant local community of all ages.  

 

But what of the future?  How should the parish change?  What does it need?  What do we need to 

protect?  What sort of development should we encourage and what should be resisted?  Since 

2011 the Localism Act has provided parish councils with the ability to have a say in shaping the 

future of their communities by means of a neighbourhood development plan.  To take advantage 

of this opportunity the Parish Council set up a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, which 

comprised two Parish Councillors and a number of keen volunteers from the local community.   

 

The membership of the Steering Group is: Anna Gamble (Chair); Alun Gamble; Chris Barker; David 

Sykes; Hannah Slade; Jayne Holland; Jayne Warman; Jo Hancock; John Veasey; Olwen Goss; Pete 

Gladwin; Rachael Pelter; and Richard Woodcock. 

 

The aim of the group was to create a neighbourhood development plan on behalf of the Parish 

Council that could influence and shape future development taking place in the area.  As part of 

the statutory process the Steering Group consulted all those who live, work or have a business 

interest in the area on the content of the draft plan.  We believe that this is vitally important if this 

plan is to be owned and shared by the wider local community.   The plan contains planning 

policies that will influence the type, scale and design of any development which can take place 

within our parish. 

 

I should like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have contributed to the preparation 

of this plan. In particular I am extremely grateful to the Steering Group for all their hard work, and 

the officers at Stratford-on-Avon District Council who supported us throughout the process. 

 

 

Chairperson of the Napton-on-the-Hill Parish Council 
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1. Introduction  

 

What is a neighbourhood development plan? 

1.1 Communities have powers to shape development through neighbourhood planning.  This 

is a right introduced through the Localism Act 2011.  

 

1.2 A neighbourhood development plan ɉÈÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȬÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÈÏÏÄ ÐÌÁÎȭɊ 

can set out a vision for an area and planning policies for the use and development of land.   

It will form part of the statutory planning framework for the area, and the policies and 

proposals contained within the neighbourhood plan will be used in the determination of 

planning applications. 

 

Napton-on-the-Hill Parish 

1.3 Napton-on-the-Hill, often referred to locally as just Napton, is a village and civil parish 3 

miles east of Southam in Warwickshire.  The population of the parish taken at the 2011 

Census was 1,144.  The most prominent feature is Napton Hill located in the centre of the 

parish with the village built around three sides and its windmill and Parish Church of St. 

Lawrence on its summit.  Apart from Napton Hill and the land directly east of the village, 

the parish is generally flat farmland, dotted with farms and is mainly used for grazing.  

The parish is bisected east-west by the main Southam to Daventry Road and north-south 

by the Oxford Canal which winds around the west of Napton Hill. 

 

1.4 Apart from the village of Napton, the only significant settlement is Chapel Green, a hamlet 

of about 20 homes just south of the village. 

 

Governance 

1.5 The parish is with in the administrative area of Stratford-on-Avon District Council which, 

amongst other things, serves as the local planning authority.   

 

1.6 Services such as education and transport are provided by Warwickshire County Council, 

which also deals with minerals and waste planning matters. 

 

1.7 Matters pertaining to planning from a local perspective are considered by Napton-on-the-

Hill Parish Council, who feed their views into the District Council.  Many other issues that 

have a local flavour, for example items of maintenance, will also be addressed by the 

Parish Council who will lobby the District Council or County Council as appropriate.  

 

Background to the neighbourhood plan 

1.8 In 2017 a number of community consultation activities were undertaken by the Parish 

Council to ascertain what level of support existed amongst the community for the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_parishes_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwickshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_Census_2011
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_Census_2011
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preparation of a neighbourhood plan and the issues it could potentially address.  Based 

on the feedback from the initial consultation events the Parish Council decided to prepare 

a neighbourhood plan at its meeting on 3 April 2017.   

 

1.9 The first stage in the statutory process was for the boundary for the neighbourhood plan, 

known as the neighbourhood area, to be formally designated by the local planning 

authority.  !Ó ÔÈÅ ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ Ȭqualifying bÏÄÙȭ the Parish Council therefore applied to 

Stratford-on-Avon District Council to designate the neighbourhood area.  The proposed 

boundary of the neighbourhood area followed the parish boundary.   

 

1.10 The District Council formally approved the Napton-on-the-Hill Neighbourhood Area on 18 

July 2017.  

 
1.11  The boundary of the designated neighbourhood area is indicated on Map 1 overleaf. 

 

The plan period 

1.12 The neighbourhood plan covers the period from 2018 to 2031, which corresponds to the 

end date for the adopted Stratford-on-Avon Core Strategy. 

 

Consultation Statement 

1.13 Various consultation initiatives took place throughout the preparation of the draft plan. 

 

1.14 The statutory pre-submission consultation period on the draft plan took place between 12 

November 2018 and 14 January 2019.  The draft plan was widely publicised to all those 

who lived, worked or had a business interest in the area, including landowners.  They 

were all given an opportunity to comment.   A copy of the document was also sent for 

comment to various consultation bodies specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  

 

1.15  Further details about all the community engagement undertaken is provided in the 

consultation statement, which is a separate document that accompanies this plan.  

 

1.16 The consultation statement can be viewed here: 

http://www.naptonparishcouncil.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/ 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.naptonparishcouncil.org.uk/neighbourhood-development-plan/
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Map 1 ɀ Boundary of the Napton Neighbourhood Area 

 
 

 


