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INTRODUCTION 

Overview & Scope

This report was jointly commissioned by Warwick District Council and 

Stratford -on-Avon District Council in response to their climate emergency 

declarations and ambitions to become carbon neutral Districts by 2030.

Both District Councils will use this report to help inform the nature and 

extent of interventions needed to quickly and effectively achieve emissions 

reduction within South Warwickshire.

o Chapter 1 of this report defines the current context for climate change 

action, the work to date across both Districts and the impacts of 

COVID-19.

o Chapter 2 outlines the emissions baseline for both Districts utilising 

the SCATTER Inventory Tool and offers a comparison to Warwick's 

existing SCATTER baseline detailed in the CEAP main report. 

o Chapter 3 explores land & rural emissions profiling and modelling for 

Stratford -on-Avon District.

o Chapters 4 & 5 outline the òcarbon budgetó for both Districts based on 

academic research at the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research 

and present future emissions pathways defined by a range of measures 

within the SCATTER Pathways Tool.

o Chapter 6 identifies a series of emission reduction interventions as 

well as intervention milestones to aid delivery of the 2030 target.

The data provided in this report is indicative and highlights the scale and 

speed of change needed across both Districts in order to meet their 2030 

ambitions.

Objectives:

1. Provide a better understanding of South Warwickshireõs carbon footprint 

using a location-based accounting approach and build on existing work to 

date;

2. Explore the science-based carbon budget and emissions reduction 

pathways for both Districts;

3. Analyse the land use and agricultural footprint as well as carbon 

sequestration potential for Stratford -on-Avon District, given its rural 

nature; and

4. Reaffirm and Identify a number of emission reduction interventions and 

milestones for both Districts.

This will help both District Councils to:

Å Provide a more informed evidence base for a shared climate emergency 

strategy or action programme across South Warwickshire;

Å Prioritise decarbonisation projects which have an impact across the whole 

of South Warwickshire; both Councilõs working jointly allows the potential 

for improvements in economies of scale and funding opportunities;

Å Increase confidence in the mandate for climate action and aid 

development of a robust joint local strategy, which can deliver objectives 

over a long-term cycle.
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A Growing Consensus 

It is now widely agreed that climate change poses an 

unprecedented threat, and that action is required 

across all aspects of society. The recognition of 

urgency is no longer just a message from 

environmental groups, but is now being reiterated 

across a variety of sectors: 

Å UK Local Authorities: The majority of Local 

Authorities in the UK have now declared a climate 

emergency, including all five districts within 

Warwickshire. Climate Emergency Declarations 

were first issued following the IPCCõs special 

report , published in October 2018.

Å UK Climate Strike Action: Several climate strikes 

have occurred across both Districts in recent years, 

and these have been driven by Youth Strike 4 

Climate groups in Leamington Spa and Stratford-on-

Avon.

ÅGlobal Businesses: Nearly 800 companies globally 

are setting Science Based Targets. As part of the 

lead up to COP26, the campaign ôRace to Zeroõ was 

launched acrossbusinesses, cities and nations.

Dangerous Impacts 

The UK Climate Projections Report is the latest 

generation of national climate projections in the UK 

which helps to predict the changes that will occur 

with future climate change. The main trends from the 

projections are increasing warmer, wetter winters and 

hotter, drier summers along with an increase in the 

frequency and intensity of extreme weather events. 

Communities across Warwick and Stratford-on-Avon 

are already seeing more extremes in weather events, 

with flooding being a particular issue. In January 

2021, Storm Christoph brought significant rain and led 

to Warwickshireõs rivers Leam, Blythe and Dene all 

breaking their banks . Riverside villages such as 

Offchurch, Long Itchington and Walton all suffered 

from extreme flooding. 

In the 2018 Emissions Gap Report, the UN identified 

local action as a key driver for change: òénon-state 

and subnational action plays an important role in 

delivering national pledges. Emission reduction 

potential from non -state and subnational action 

could ultimately be significant, allowing countries 

to raise ambition.ó
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1. BACKGROUND & CONTEXT
A CALL TO ACTION  

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/companies-taking-action/
https://www.edie.net/news/9/Race-to-Zero--COP26-campaign-launched-to-push-nations-towards-net-zero-targets/?adfesuccess=1
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/research/ukcp/ukcp-headline-findings-v2.pdf
https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/flooding-pictures-three-rivers-break-19677716
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2018
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The Paris Agreement set the international target to limit global temperature rise to well below 2 °C with the aim of 1.5 °C above pre-

industrial levels. The IPCCõs follow up report stated that this requires a reduction in GHG emissions of 45% by 2030.

As part of the Paris Agreement, the EU and its member states committed to a minimum of 40% reduction in emissions by 2030. In

December 2019, the EU agreed to set a target of becoming carbon neutral by 2050. As the UK exits the EU, it is anticipated a new

Nationally -Determined Contribution for the UK, separate from the EU commitment, to be announced ahead of COP26 in late 2021.

The Climate Change Act 2008 introduced a legally binding target for the UK to reduce GHG emissions by 80% by 2050 against a 1990

baseline. In June 2019, the target was updated to reach net zero by 2050. 

At a meeting of the full Council in July 2019, Warwickshire County Council unanimously declared a climate emergency and commi tte d 

to becoming carbon neutral as an organisation by 2030 or sooner. All five of Warwickshireõs Districtõs have declared a climate 

emergency with all, apart from North Warwickshire, setting a district -wide net zero target date of 2030.

In July 2019, both Warwick District Council and Stratford -on-Avon District Council declared a climate emergency, with both Counc ilõs 

setting a 2030 district -wide net zero ambition. Both District Councilõs recognise that climate issues do not stop at the District boundary 

and there is considerable value in working together to tackle key climate change issues across South Warwickshire.
Stratford -on-Avon

Warwickshire

Commitments have been made and targets have been set at all levels of government in response to the growing consensus and evi dence around climate 

change. Below is a recap of the commitments that have been made on a global scale down to a local scale. 

Warwick
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