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1 Context

There has long been a core of settlement on the east side of the river crossing,
and the crossing itself is naturally the focus of a number of roads, major and
minor, leading in to Stratford.

The Banbury Road may be the oldest of these: it follows a Roman road alignment.
It was largely built up as ‘ribbon development’ principally during the inter-war
and early-post war period.
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Plate 1: Aerial view of udy area
Image from Stratford upon Avon District Council

2 Site and setting: introduction

This area is part of Bridgetown, the suburban area immediately south of the River
Avon where four approach roads converge on the Clopton Bridge, a Scheduled
Ancient Monument but also the site of the heaviest traffic of Stratford’s road

network.

This is a major road, the A422, to Banbury, an alternative route to Oxford.
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2.1 Landscape

The north-western end of this area is generally flat, being on the edge of the
floodplain. As the road moves further out of the town it rises gently to the
shoulder of Alveston Hill, rising to a height of 58m.

Virtually the entire length of the built-up road lies on river terrace gravels, with a
small area of Keuper marl crossing the road at the position of the milestone, to
the south-east end of the road.!

2.2 General character and plan form summary

This is a residential area characterised by relatively small and relatively shallow
plots (although many are somewhat deeper than on Loxley Road, and plots are
deeper on the south side of the road than on the north). The plots become
slightly larger (especially longer) to the south-east end of the area. Thisis a
characteristic area of largely inter-war ‘ribbon development’, with some vacant
plots being infilled in the post-war period, but with some pre-1915 development
to the south of the school playing fields. The area consists of one very slightly
sinuous ‘ribbon’ road. The plan form and architectural characteristics of this area
do not readily suggest subdivision into smaller units.

2.3 Landmarks/views

The road does curve very slightly throughout its built-up length, but nevertheless
there are views along its length both into and out from the town. The high point
(approximately the site of the new roundabout) is not sufficiently high to permit
unobstructed views into the heart of the town - some of the new residential
development is of three storeys - although the church spire can be seen, but
there are now views to the north-west into the newly-built suburban district itself.
It is also clear from this location that the town itself is in a basin, and that better
distant views could be obtained from the hills from Loxley (to the south-east)
around to Atherstone Hill (South) and Weston Hill (south-west).

3 Historical development: overview
Some development began in the period before the First World War. The area was

being developed on a large scale in the inter-war period, with some infill
throughout the post-war period.

! Geological Survey sheet 200, 1974.
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3.1 Details of the study area, using historical maps

(

Map 1: Ordnance Survey 1914
North to the top left

The 1914 OS 25" sheet shows that south-east of Alveston Manor and its lodge
there is no development (as far as this sheet extends). There is a small group of
buildings visible at the Shipston Road junction.

-

.Id - n c_|
] | Y 1
£ Tl - AT
o s e ] L i | i -
. " W = "': & .q_'lf"
&8 . \ T ¥y
il B ~ 1 o \" 1‘? B, a5 'n.h ﬁ e - | g
= & I ';ih 1"‘ - - LR | '}:P .‘F II ’I '\-“ ‘;. i - Il |..- L
a8 F ) g, ‘: . . e I e b iy 5
I.'H.‘ ! - o 3 | LR i 1 1 J  — _H\ e A - 3 t'-
! ""Hf"‘ | ER LD O *ﬂ"ff [, " IR S T A R T
5t | - . | ¥ e — = T ) a L e i
L1 Rt Ll Ll e ¥ R A Rt AR B0 b BT J
v s L T y ' - J'H"H!—r-': nly. 2
* : A

1..'

Map 2: Ordnance Survey 1915
North to the top left

The next sheet, revised in 1913 but published in 1915, shows that there was
some pre-First World War development slightly further to the east, but this was
solely on the north-eastern side. This included Nos 99-101, the two cottages
shown here with very narrow plots running along the roadside; this is
characteristic of 'squatters’ cottages’. South of these cottages is a single house,
set well forward towards the road. The terrace ‘Waterloo Cottages’ also exists,
set well back from the road. South of this row there is a small mission chapel.
Development along the road is, therefore, extremely patchy. To the south-west
of the road are some allotment gardens.

>/






























