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This  part  of  the  Development  Requirements  SPD provides  further  detailed  guidance  

on  the  interpretation of  the  following  Core  Strategy  policies,  as appropriate:  

¶ CS.8     Historic Environment  

¶ CS.9     Design and Distinctiveness  

¶ CS.15    Distribution  of  Development  

¶ CS.20    Existing  Housing Stock and  Buildings  

 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/corestrategy  

 
This Section of the SPD provides  advice on  how applicants can ensure that proposals 

achieve high quality design in new development.  

 

It  will  be used  by  Stratford -on -Avon  District  Council  to  help  reach  decisions  on  

whether  to  approve  or  refuse  planning  applications.  Making  sure that  applications 

comply with  the  guidance  contained  within SPD will  make  it  easier  for  the  Council  to  

grant  planning  permission.  The Councilôs planning policies are set out in the Core 

Strategy, available at www.stratford.gov.uk/corestrategy  

 
Key  words  or  terms  which  appear  throughout  the  document  are  included  in  the  

Glossary.  

 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/corestrategy
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E1.    Introduction  

 
Good  design  is indivisible  from  good  planning  and  the  principles  in  this  section  will  relate  

to  applications  for  the  smallest  house  extension  right  through  to  mixed -use  schemes  for  

hundreds  of  homes.  The design  principles  set  out  in  this  guidance  help  ensure  the  

appropriate  use  of  materials  and  methods  of  construction,  reflecting  and  enhancing  local  

distinctiveness.  It  should  be read  in  conjunction  with  other  parts  of  the  SPD, in  particular:  

 
Part  A:  How  to  Achieve  Good  Design  

Part  D:  Design  Principles  

Part  K:  Shopfronts  

Part  L:  Agricultural  Buildings  and Trees  

 

This  part  of  the  Development  Requirements  SPD sets  out  a number  of  design  principles  

that should  be followed when  designing  new  development. Cross  reference  is made  from  

each  design  principle  to  the  9 key  design  criteria  set  out  in  Core  Strategy  Policy  CS.9  

demonstrating  how  the  design  principle  contributes  to  the  achievement  of  good  design.  

 

 
E2.    General Principles  

 
There is a diversity of architectural styles, designs and materials across the district. These 

reþect both changes in designs over time and changes and advances in the use of 

materials. That process of change is continuous and proposals will not be rejected if they 

reþect such advances.  Whilst continuing to display the simplicity of detail which 

characterises most of the District's properties . 

 

There  are  four  broad  principles  that  should  apply  to  details  and  materials  in  Stratford -on-  

Avon:  

 
1.  Details  should  be simple;  

2.  Within  appropriate  limits,  there  should  be a variety  of  details  from  house  to  

house;  

3.  The  range  of  details  should  be based  on  what  is appropriate  to  the  settlement  and  

the  position  in  the  settlement,  and should be fully justified;  

4.  The limits  should  be based  on  what  is appropriate.  

 

Within  the  District  there  are  three  predominant  types  of  traditional  construction:  

 
Å timber  frame;  

Å brick;  

Å stone.  

There  are  four  predominant  types  of  traditional  roof  material  found  within  the  District:  

 
Å plain  tile;  

Å Welsh  slate;  

Å straw  thatch;  

Å stone  tile.  
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The typical  associations  of  roof  materials  with  the  three  main  construction  types  are:  

 
Å with  timber  frame:  thatch  and  clay  tile  roofs;  

Å with  brick:  clay  tile  and  slate  roofs;  

Å with  stone:  thatch,  stone  tile,  clay  tile  and  slate  roofs.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Fig.  E1 -  Photo  of  close  studded  timber  framed  house  with  rendered  infill  panels  in  

Long  Itchington,  Feldon  area.  
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Fig.  E2 -  Photo  of  a brick  house  with  rubbed  brick  flat  arch  window  heads  in  Stratford on 

Avon.  

 
 

 

 

Fig.  E3 -  A house  built  in  Cotswold  Limestone,  Compton  Scorpion.  

The character  map  of  the  District  identifies  the  areas  in  which  each  construction  type  is 

commonly  found.  Distinct  sets  of  details  have  developed  for  each  material  and,  in  the  

case  of  stone,  for  the  main  types  of  stone  found  in  the  District.  Further  information  on  

the  districtôs character  areas  may  be found  in  Part  A:  Achieving  Good  Design . 
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Å Blue  Lias;  

Å White  Lias;  

Å Cotswold;  

Å Hornton  Marlstone  (aka  Ironstone).  

Some  of  the  variations  in  details  are  illustrated  in  the  examples  below:  

 
 

  

 

Fig. E4 ï An example of Blue Lias  (left) .   Fig.  E5 -  Hornton  Stone  wall  (stone) .  

 

 
  Cotswold stone  

Cotswold  stone  varies  in  colour  depending  on  the  location.  It  is recommended  that  

expert  advice  is sought  when  selecting  the  appropriate  stone  for  future  development  

proposals.  
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Fig. E6 -  Brick  (with  Flemish  Bond  pattern  using  buff  brick  for  the  óheaderô and  

orange  for  the  óstretcherô) 

 

       

 

 

Fig. E7 -  Photo of s late  tile  (left)                 Fig. E8  -  Photo of p lain  clay  tiles  (right)
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  Other  materials  

Modern  timber  or  steel  construction  is encouraged,  with  a cladding  appropriate  to  the  

settlement.  

 
Render  

Caution  should  be exercised  in  the  use  of  render.  The acceptability  of  render  is dependent  

on  the  character  of  the  specific  village  and  location  within  it.  The type  of  render,  

roughcast  or  smooth  and  its  colour  need  careful  consideration  to  fit  with  the  context  

of  the  building.  Partial  render  of  single  dwellings  will  not  normally  be appropriate  but  

the  mass  of  larger  buildings  can  often  be successfully  broken  up  by  a series of  rhythmic 

changes  of  the  materials.  It  may  be appropriate to use fully  rendered  buildings  as a design  

statement  on  key  corner  plots  or  to  frame  terminal  vistas.  

 
Mixing  materials  

Extreme  caution  should  be exercised  in  combining  different  external  materials  in  the  

same  building.  In  general,  there  should  be one  principal  external  material  for  the  walls  

with  complimentary  secondary  materials  for  design  features.  The mass  of  larger  buildings  

can  often  be successfully  broken  up  by  a series  of  rhythmic  changes  of  the  materials.  

 
Vents  and  service  boxes  

All  vents  and  service  boxes  to  be included  in  a proposed  building  should  be indicated  on  

the  submitted  drawings.  All  such  items  should  be as inconspicuous  as possible.  

 

 

E3.    Timber  Frame  Construction  

 
Traditional  structural  timber  framing  is encouraged  in  the  appropriate  locations  within  

the  appropriate  settlements.  Modern  structural  timber  framing  is also  encouraged,  using  

cladding  appropriate  to  the  location.  Mock  timber  framing  will  not  normally  be acceptable.  

 

 

E4.    Brick Construction  

 
The characteristic  brick  colour  in  the  District  varies  from  an  almost  pink  buff  to  a fairly  

strong  terra  cotta  orange.  Claret  and  other  darker  reds,  browns,  ochre  or  beige  buffs,  

greys  and  blues  are  unlikely  to  be acceptable  unless  for  good  design  reasons.  

 
Use of  contrasting  detail  brick  is not  common  in  the  District  and  should  be done  with  

restraint.  Detailing  is most  often  done  with  the  same  brick  as the  main  wall,  as is the  

case  in  the  examples  shown  here.  If  contrasting  bricks  are  used,  the  difference  in  colour  

and  tone  should  be minimal.  An example  found  relatively  frequently  in  the  District  is 

Flemish  bond  walls  with  buff  headers.  Another  example  is the  use  of  finer  quality  bricks  

for  gauged  brick  arches.  Specials  of  blue  brick  are  sometimes  used  for  window  cills.  

Plinths  on  brick  walls  are  almost  never  found  in  the  District  and  should  not  be used.  
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Fig.  E 9 -  Gauged  brick  flat  arches  on  a house  in  Henley - in -Arden,  Arden  area.  The 

openings  are  vertically  aligned  and  the  second  floor  windows  are  smaller  than  the  first  

floor  windows.  
 

 
Fig E10 -  Window with  a segmental  arch  head . Note  the  arch  is made  up  of  headers  

on  edge,  a detail  very  characteristic  of  brick  areas  within  the  District.  
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Fig.  E11  -  Cottages  with  windows  set  just  below  the  top  plate  in  Old Town, Stratford -

upon -  Avon . The casement  windows  shown  are  flush  closing  as opposed  to  'storm  proof'.  

 

 

 
 

Fig. E12  ï An example of w indows with r ender used to  create  the  effect of stone  lintels . 

The windows  have  stone  cills and  sliding  sash frames.  

 
 

 

 


