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Bidford-on-Avon Parish council submits its Neighbourhoods Development Plan to
Stratford-on-Aon District Council, its Local Planning Authority, on 10" June 2016 for
independent examination

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to comply with Regulation 15 of the
Neighbourhood Plan Regulation and provides the response to Regulation 14 of the
Neighbourhood Plan (pre-submission statutory consultation) and has been prepared
by Bidford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to fulfil the legal obligations as set
out in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012.

Section 15 (2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out that a Consultation Statement
should contain:

a) Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)

b) Explanation of how they were consulted

c) Summary of the main issues and concerns raised by those consulted

d) Description of how these issues and concerns were considered and, where
necessary, how they were addressed

This Consultation Statement summarises all statutory consultations undertaken with
all relevant statutory bodies, as well as non-statutory consultation with the local
community. It includes how the main concerns raised were considered, how they
changed the NDP to reach the final version being submitted.

A Consultation Evidence File which provides a record of all the consultation
exercises, comments and feedback are enclosed as detailed below
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Raising awareness event

Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council and Bidford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
have consulted with both its local community and the statutory bodies when
preparing its NDP.

Enquiries regarding the Statement should be made to:

Mrs Elisabeth Uggerloese, Clerk to Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council and Bidford
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Co-ordinator

Tel. No. 01789 7789653/07718 628925
Email: info@bidfordonavon-pc.gov.uk



Bidford-on-Avon Parish Council has always been keenly aware of the importance of
planning in its parish, especially since the late 1970s when it was named one of
Stratford-on-Avon’s District Council’'s seven Main Rural Centre villages.

In 2002/03 it carried out a comprehensive Parish Plan, known as the B50, which was
adopted in December 2003 and updated in 2009/10. In May 2013 members of the
Parish Council were selected to its Parish Council Steering Group, which was given
the remit of raising awareness of the NDP within the local community.

This was done in a number of ways
e Attending events organised by local community groups
e Publishing an article explaining NDP — its purpose and how it empowered
local communities — in the quarterly publication, the BIG Paper, which is
delivered to all households in the parish
e Giving explanatory leaflets to the businesses
e Sending letters to
0 Churches
o School
o Community groups
0 Businesses
0 Medical surgery
e Dedicating the Annual Parish Assembly of April 2014 exclusively to the NDP,
when a presentation was made by Hannah Barter, a consultant provided by
Locality, who also took a Questions and Answers session.
Residents were encouraged to volunteer to help the project and to become
part of the NDP Steering Group
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The Bidford Neighbourhood Development Plan is the result of three years by the
Bidford Neighbourhood Steering Group supported by Bidford-on-Avon Parish
Council and the local residents and businesses.



The NDP Steering Group was formed in April 2014 with Clir Joe Harvey, Chairman
of the Planning committee, elected as Chairman. It held its first meeting in May 2014
when it was agreed what the main headings of the plan should be:

e Amenities, Community and Recreation

e Economic and Employment Welfare

e Environmental Issues

e Planning and Infrastructure
Members were elected to be part of one of the above sub-groups, which were to
send regular reports to the Steering Group in time for them to be considered at each
meeting.

It was also agreed that the Steering Group would, initially, meet monthly, be open to
the public and the meetings be duly advertised.

To ensure the NDP reflected the vision of the local community, the NDP Steering
Group agreed a Parish Survey should be sent to all households, using the B50
Parish Plan as a template.

The Steering Group used a number of methods to advertise the NDP:

e Banners were placed in strategic areas

e Flyers were posted on Parish Council Notice boards and given to local
shopkeepers

e Atrticle included in the Parish Council’s monthly newsletter included in The
Connection magazine which is distributed to all households and businesses

e Article announcing the survey was published in The BIG Paper

e Members of the Steering Group engaged with the community outside the local
supermarket over a couple of weekend

e The survey was also available online.

Publicising the NDP Parish Survey Dec. 2014



Publicising the NDP Parish Survey Dec. 2014



The replies received to the Parish Survey which were independently collated by the
Consultation & Insight Unit, Stratford-on-Avon DC, were found to be very useful and
formed the basis for the NDP Draft Policies consultation document. It was also very
satisfactory to note the high number of replies received, which would give the
document more weight.

Of particular importance was the analysis of the 15 identified allocation sites, as this
gave a very strong indication of the sites that would be acceptable and those that
would not.

The Steering Group also agreed that a Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA)
Scoping Report should be commissioned. This would be welcome by such statutory
consultees as English Heritage, Natural England and the Environmental Agency and
would be additional evidence base for the Neighbourhood Environment policies.

i.  Draft Policies Consultation — Local Community version

Using the information obtained from the Parish Survey, the Steering Group
started working on the Draft Policies Consultation document. It was agreed
the headings had worked well and would, therefore, continue to be used.
Each sub-group was requested to work on developing the policies that would
form part of the NDP document:

e Neighbourhood Housing (Planning & Infrastructure)

e Neighbourhood Economic (Economic & Employment Welfare)

e Neighbourhood Environment

e Neighbourhood Amenities (Amenities, communities & recreational)

ii.  Promoting the Draft Policies Consultation — Local Community version
The local community was consulted on the draft policies for a 6 week period
(26™ May to 6™ July 2015).

Articles were included in the monthly newsletter for May and July 2015,
included in The Connection, which is distributed to all households, and a flyer
was included in the June edition which was delivered on the bank holiday
week end in time for the start of the consultation on 26™ May 2015.

Boards, highlighting the main issues under each heading, were commissioned
and a set permanently displayed at Bidford Community Library, whilst the
Steering Group used a second set to be displayed at different venues in the
village during the period.

For the second time, the Annual Parish Assembly was used as an Open
Evening NDP Event and residents were invited to view the displays and ask
guestions of the Steering Group.

iii.  Addressing the local community concerns
The highest number of concerns were regarding the Housing Policies, with
many of the responses simply stating they did not support any further
development.
This was especially significant in respect of Policy H2 — Strategic Reserves for
Future Building Site. This policy offered the option of two sites, based on the



Analysis of Site Development Proposals: the response to this was 71.7%
against.

This concern was raised again at a Steering Group meeting in July attended
by a number of residents. The Chairman addressed the concerns by
explaining the purpose of a NDP and the reason behind allocating a Strategic
Reserve Site, was that it would be more beneficial for the site to be allocated
by the local community as opposed to having a site imposed on it.

Parish Assembly — April 2015

Draft Policies Consultation outside local supermarket June 2015



