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May | welcome you to this the second Parish Plan that | have been persondly involved with asa
Councillor for Napton. Having been born and educated in the village and served for anumber of years
on the Council | have come to recognise the importance of this document to the District Council. | feel
that the Plan isvitally important to the residents of the Parish in that their thoughts and ideas can be
registered with the District Council and taken notice of.

The Parish Plan isaresult of much hard and diligent work by the Parish Plan Steering Group on behaf
of the Parish Council. It isthe product of wide consultation viathe parish plan questionnaire of 2005 as
well as public meetings and surveys of other interest groups. This ensures that the views of the
community are taken into account in any future developments within the Parish.

It will help usto protect what we believe isimportant in our daily lives and will assist usin informing
the Digtrict Council Planning Committee of the views of the community when they are considering
future planning matters. Not only doesit help usto understand the current and future housing needs of
the community but it also identifies agpects of the village heritage and culture that need to be protected
for future years.

The Parish Plan considers the views of al the community on such diverse subjects as traffic
management, highways, footpaths, drainage and other matters relating to the village. It can help activity
groups to understand the current needs of the community so enabling them to better provide facilities
and opportunitiesin the future.

Andy Bean
Chairman of Napton-on-the-Hill Parish Council




Napton - the settlement on the hill, sometimes
called Neptone or Eptone in the Doomsday book,
had a population of 150 in 1086. No houses are
recorded during this period, as the dwellings would
have been rough hovels, flimsy and shared with any
animals kept by the families.

The land was lightly wooded, feldon, and supported
mainly grazing. Land for eight ploughs was
recorded. Villagers were able to grow food for
themselves in addition to the crops produced for the
landowners. The ridge and furrow still in evidence
today, made the most of the strips of land
individually owned but initially farmed in common.
This system continued until the end of the
eighteenth century. Aerial viewstoday reveal that
the early village was situated around the present
Manor Farm, sited opposite the Vicarage, with a
hamlet in Chapel Green.

In 1352 Napton was granted a charter to hold a
weekly market and a yearly Fair, but we have no
indication of the number living in the village at that
time.

Napton s 2005 Best Kept Village award

By 1543 there were two windmillsin operation and
there were one hundred houses in four manors so
obvioudy Napton was expanding. In the sixteenth
century stone houses were built, probably for the
yeoman farmers. Severa still stand, one with a date
stone of 1650.

The Tower windmill built about 1725 is the
landmark so well known today. Surrounded by
allotments it ground the corn for local landowners

and villagers alike. Also on top of Napton hill the
church of St. Lawrence, built in the early English
style and incorporating earlier Norman beginnings,
had to wait until 1731 to install the bells we hear
today.

During the eighteenth century it was impossible to
travel in winter when the horse drawn wagons and
carriages were marooned in mud. At thistime it
was decided to dig a canal from the Midlands coal
fields to the river Thamesin Oxford to supply
London with coal. Napton hill was no obstacle to
James Brindley, the builder of contour canals. After
the completion of the Oxford canal in 1770 many
Napton workers were employed by the Canal
Company and loca inns and shops benefited from
the trade brought by passing boaters. In Napton
there was ardliable system of coping with theicein
winter. A crew of eight or nine men rocked a
specially designed horse drawn icebreaker boat
from side to sde to create open water ahead of a
workboat.

After the Private Enclosure Acts were passed by
Parliament in the eighteenth century, agriculture
improved. Napton s Enclosure was enacted in 1779.
Holdings previoudy held as strips in the open fields
were exchanged for the field system we are familiar
with. Landowners enclosed their holdings and built
houses and barns. Hedges, ditches and paths which
we see today are the mature boundaries of that era
of over 200 years ago, remains of the old feudal
strip system are still in evidence in both Napton and
Shuckburgh. By the year 1811 there were 205
houses and 787 inhabitants in Napton.

The Census of 1851 reveals a thriving village which
was able to support 2 bakers, 2 blacksmiths, 17
farmers and 20 graziers, 4 grocers, 4 shopkeepers
and 5 shoemakers. Also included were 5 inns and
taverns.

Logbooks deposited in the Record Office in
Warwick depict the development of education in
Napton. A National School was erected in 1821
followed by a school for girlsin 1843 and an
Infants school in 1849. During the next century
there were several changes in the status of the
schools in Napton but the latest event gave the
children a new school which opened in 1996 to
much acclaim.



A major development in Napton was the founding
of the brickyards by Mr Charles Watson in 1879.
The clay deposits adjacent to the Oxford Canal
provided an ideal location for the making of bricks
and tiles. Much hard labour was involved in this
industry, especially in the early days when picks
and shovels and wheelbarrows were the order of the
day.

The Brickyard works (before demolition)

At one time over 100 men earned their living on the
site. Most were from Napton and local villages but
workers aso came from the mining industry. The
site was eventually closed around 1976 and Napton
residents are waiting to see what will become of the
abandoned area.

Thefirst census in the 21% century revealed a
population of 1058 inhabitants living in 430 houses
and the village has certainly grown since then.
Thereislittle local industry and most villagers
commute to work.

The Parish Plan has provided the village with the
opportunity to air many views on the way Napton
should proceed into the future. The present
community is very different from the villagers
depicted in this brief history but views expressed in
the survey and at public meetings reveal the sense
of pride and care present in Napton at the beginning
of the 21% century.



The parish magazine is the most important source
of information about the village. Out of 440
respondents who completed this part of the parish
plan questionnaire, 353 (80%) receive the magazine
by regular subscription.

MAY 2006

parish magazine front cover

As a source of information about Napton news and
activities, 379 (86%) use the magazine, 369 (84%)
get information by word of mouth, 292 (66%) look
at the village notice boards, 262 (60%) look at
posters and 175 (40%) read flyers. The local papers
are another source for 127 (29%) respondents. Only
7 (1 %0 %) respondents reported using the internet
for village information, but this facility appearsto
be growing in usage. By the time of going to print,
the Napton website www.napton-on-the-hill.co.uk
had received an increasing amount of traffic.
Additionally, in 2005 and 2006 the Napton Cycle
Ride committee compiled a Napton Handbook,
which isfull of useful information for villagers.
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How do you find out what is going on in Napton?

Computers and the Internet

374 (82%) out of the 457 respondents who
completed this part of the questionnaire have access
to a computer at home.

220 (48%) are linked to the Internet via broadband
and 115 (25%) have access viaadia-up
connection. Again, this situation is changing
quickly and it islikely that many more villagers, at
the time of going to print, have internet access.
This compares with the rest of the UK, where on
average an estimated 6 out of 10 households have
broadband connection to the internet.

Mobile and Pager Coverage

Napton s situation on a hill has made mobile and
pager coverage more of aproblem than in most
areas. Most respondents who use mobile phones are
not satisfied with the coverage. 173 (40%) said they
were satisfied, 252 (59%) said they were not. For
pager coverage, 133 (75%) said they were satisfied,
44 (25%) said they were not.






