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SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
DOCUMENTS - SCOPING REPORT 
 
 
1. Introduction and Purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal  

 
1.1 At the core of the need to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan 

Documents (LPD) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) is the 
fundamental objective of the planning system to facilitate the delivery of 
the government’s planning policy objective of achieving sustainable 
development. Sustainable Development is defined in the West 
Midlands Regional Sustainable Development Framework 
(Consultation Draft) as being about achieving a better quality of 
life for everybody, now and in the future. A sustainable society is 
one that treats the environment responsibly, sensitively and 
carefully; meets social needs in a way that is equitable and 
enables people to take part in and influence decisions that affect 
them; and where economic success benefits all and is a means to 
maximising wellbeing rather than an end in itself. 

  
1.2 Sustainable development and the objectives it seeks to achieve give us the 

opportunity to revisit some of the original principles of social equity, the 
management of economic impacts, and proper mitigation of the 
environmental consequences of development. The shift in ethos of the 
planning system from land use planning to spatial planning provides a 
useful platform for the planning system to contribute significantly towards 
sustainable development. 

 
1.3 It is often very difficult to balance the potential tensions that might exist 

between social, economic and environmental objectives. Sustainability 
Appraisals are a means for ensuring that a good balance is achieved 
between the three dimensions of sustainable development. It enables a 
critical assessment of each policy or proposal and the contribution they 
make towards sustainable development. It also enables weaknesses in 
plans and programmes to be identified and mitigation measures 
introduced to make them as sustainable as they could possibly be. More 
importantly, it enables these considerations to be taken into account at 
the early stages of the development plan document process. 

 
1.4 Sustainability Appraisal of Development Plan Documents and 

Supplementary Planning Documents is a requirement of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act of 2004 and encompasses the provisions of 
European Union Directive 2001/42/EC (SEA Directive), which require an 
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment. The key purpose of this European Directive is to provide 
adequate protection for the environment and to ensure the integration of 
environmental considerations into the preparation of plans and 
programmes. Sustainability Appraisals include a broader agenda than just 
consideration of environmental issues. It provides an integrated and 
comprehensive approach to spatial planning that includes environmental, 
social and economic issues. It also looks at both the present and the 
future. 

 
1.5 The District Council recognises the useful contribution that Local Plan 

Documents or development plans could make to the United Kingdom’s 
(UK) sustainable development strategy. Indeed, it has been committed to 
carrying out SA of its development plan even when it was not a statutory 
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requirement for it to do so. The Council has been concerned to ensure that 
the SA and the process for its preparation meets the requirements of both 
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and the European Union 
Directive. The list of Development Plan Documents and Supplementary 
Planning Documents that would lend itself to the SA process are set out 
clearly in the Council’s approved Local Development Scheme. 

 
2. The Local Development Scheme 
 
2.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act requires local planning 

authorities to prepare and maintain a 3-year project plan to be referred to 
as a Local Development Scheme (LDS). The LDS sets out the current 
documents which form the development plan for the planning of the 
District and provides a 3-year project plan for the preparation of new local 
development documents. It also sets out a clear timetable for the various 
stages in the preparation of each document.  Under the Act, a SA is 
required for a new or revised DPD or Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPD).  A schedule of proposed LDD and a timetable for their preparation 
is set out in Appendix 1. This list provides an indication to the number of 
documents for which an SA report may be required. 

 
3. Sustainability Appraisal Process    
 
3.1 It was decided that the SA would be carried out in-house, drawing from 

the expertise of all sections of the organisation as well as members of the 
Council, local organisations and the designated consultation bodies 
through effective consultation at various stages of the process. Details of 
the consultation process are set out in Section 8 of this document. The 
final outcome of the SA will also be subjected to independent verification 
by an outside consultant to ensure objectivity and identify any gaps that 
need addressing.  

3.2 Ideally, the government guidance on Sustainability Appraisal of Regional 
Spatial Strategies and Local Plan Documents published in November 2005 
sets out five key stages for the preparation of sustainability appraisals of 
Development Plan Documents (DPD). These include: 

 

• setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and 
deciding on the scope; 

• developing and refining options and assessing effects; 

• preparing the sustainability appraisal report; 
• consulting on Draft DPD and Sustainability Appraisal Report; 

• monitoring the significant effects of implementing the DPD. 
 
The interrelationships between the preparation of development Plan 
Documents and the SA process is set out in Figure 2 below. 
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Figure 2: The DPD preparation process (ODPM, 2005)  
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 There are various tasks involved at each of the above stages. Figure 3 

below demonstrates the tasks involved at the various stages. 
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Figure 3: Stages and Tasks (ODPM, 2005) 
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3.3 This particular report deals with the first stage of the process and it is 
often termed as the Scoping Report. The Scoping Report also sets out 
clearly how the rest of the Sustainability Appraisal would be completed. 

 
4 The Purpose and Tasks involved in preparing the Scoping Report 
 
4.1 This Scoping Report is effectively about evidence gathering. It deals with 

the tasks established in stage 1 of the SA of DPD as established in the 
ODPM guidance. This involves: 

 

• identification of other relevant policies, plans and programmes and 
sustainability objectives that has bearing on DPDs. For example, the 
SEA Directive requires environmental protection objectives established 
at international, European Community or national levels to be taken 
into account when preparing SA. It is expected that this information be 
kept under review throughout the SA process; 

• collection of baseline information of existing issues and challenges 
facing the DPDs, their underlying trends and their justification. This 
provides the basis for predicting and monitoring the effects of the DPD 
and how they could be dealt with.  

• identification of sustainability issues, indicators and problems – This 
provides the opportunity to define the key sustainability issues and 
objectives for the DPD to achieve. It is helpful for this to be linked to 
the baseline data. 

• Developing the SA framework – The SA framework allows for 
consistency in the manner in which sustainability effects of the DPD 
are described. 

• Consulting on the scope of the SA – public consultation is a key part of 
the SA process. The SEA Directive establishes specific requirements for 
public consultation. In particular, Local Planning Authorities are 
required to consult the public who are affected or likely to be affected, 
or having an interest in the Plan. There are four statutory bodies that 
the Act requires that they be consulted.  

 
They include – the Environment Agency, the Natural England and 
English Heritage.  
 
Their comments when received should be taken into account before 
the SA is finalised. The subsequent paragraphs set out in detail how 
the above tasks are achieved. 

 
5      Review of relevant Policies, plans, programmes and their 

Implication for Sustainability Appraisal and DPDs 
 
5.1 One of the tests of DPDs is their conformity with strategic guidance and 

objectives provided by international, national, regional and county policies, 
objectives, targets, plans and strategies etc. Similarly, DPDs should reflect 
the aspirations and concerns of local people as expressed in local 
documents such as the Community Plan, Parish Plans etc. A 
comprehensive review of these plans and programmes and their 
implications for the sustainability appraisal and the DPD is therefore of 
critical importance. In particular, it would assist in having a clear picture of 
the objectives and targets that the DPDs should aim to achieve. A review 
of these plans and programmes is set out in Appendix 2. An attempt has 
been made to structure these documents into national, regional and local 
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documents. The list will be continuously reviewed to ensure that it is up to 
date. 

 
 
6      Collection of Baseline Information – Key Elements of Sustainable    

     Development and Challenges/Issues facing the District 
 
6.1 Key Elements of Sustainable Development - One of the key starting 

points of the SA process is an identification of the elements of sustainable 
development, which have relevance to the people of the District; in the 
way that they manage their lives now, and protect resources for future 
generations. In identifying these elements, it has been necessary that a 
wide view of the environment be taken to encompass the global to the 
local. This includes the basic requirements for life – water, air etc, other 
forms which maintain a balanced ecosystem, the naturally occurring but 
finite resources which provide energy and raw material, the things that 
define culture, heritage and sense of place and the things that defines the 
amenity value of our daily lives. 

 
6.1.1 In addition, the elements that define our quality of life such as jobs and 

housing, and those that facilitate the social interaction of people are 
defined as part of this package. Figure 4 sets out the relevant elements of 
sustainable development, which will inform the basis for the appraisal. The 
elements of Sustainable Development have also been used to inform the 
SA Framework. 

  
 Figure 4 

 
Key elements of 
Sustainable 
Development 

Desirable Trends 

Air Reduce CO2 emissions, reduce gaseous and 
particulate pollutants. 

Water Effective management of the quantity and 
quality of water resources, reduce 
occurrence and severity of pollution, 
maintain wetland habitats, efficient use of 
water. 

Non renewable fuels Reduce rate of consumption. 
Wildlife Maintain and enhance biodiversity. 
Minerals Reduce rate of use, maintain access to the 

stock for the future. 
Soil Maintain the productive quality of the soil. 
Landscape Maintain/enhance the quality and quantity of 

landscape and open space, increase the 
capacity of landscape and open space to 
absorb activity, increase the opportunity for 
equitable and benign access, and 
retain/enhance areas of tranquillity. 

Heritage Maintain/enhance valued places, artifacts 
and features, increase level of awareness 
and appreciation 

Amenity Increase level of satisfaction within the 
locality. 

Archaeology Protect, enhance and preserve archaeological 
sites. 
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Key elements of 
Sustainable 
Development 

Desirable Trends 

Energy conservation Reduce the amount of energy resources 
consumed, efficient use of energy, promote 
use of renewable energy. 

Design Contribute to the character and quality of the 
local area, integrate with existing settlement. 

Housing Meet local housing need and Regional Spatial 
Strategy requirements. 

Jobs Improve employment opportunities, meet 
the job needs of the local community. 

Accessibility Safe and effective means of access, provision 
of alternative means of access other than the 
car, improve accessibility in equitable 
manner. 

Facilities Increase availability of services in the 
locality. 

Social inclusion More integration, more access, 
environmental enhancement of relatively 
deprived areas. 

Waste Reduction More recycling, efficient use of resources. 
Global warming Less carbon dioxide emissions, efficient use 

of resources/energy. 
Flood Risk Minimisation of development in areas at risk 

of flooding. 
   

 
6.1.2 Similarly, baseline information has been collected about the characteristics 

of the local area. This baseline information is the bedrock for establishing 
issues of concern to the local community, establishing trends underpinning 
these issues and predicting and monitoring their effects. Baseline 
information needs to be up to date and iterative with an inbuilt mechanism 
for review. The information collected is focused on the aspect of 
sustainable development that needs addressing and is related to the 
issues to be tackled by the DPDs. Sufficient information will be required to 
the following questions throughout the assessment process: 

 

• how good or bad is the current situation. Do trends show that it is 
getting better or worst? 

• How far is the current situation from any established thresholds or 
targets; 

• Are particularly sensitive or important elements of the economy, 
physical, environment or community affected e.g. skills shortages, 
endangered species or rare habitats, and vulnerable social groups; 

• Are the problems reversible, permanent or temporary? 

• How difficult would it be to offset or remedy any damage? 

• Have there been significant cumulative or synergistic effects over time? 
Are there expected to be such effects in future? 
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6.1.3 A number of sources have been used to identify the baseline information. 
An attempt has been made to align the baseline data to the issues to be 
addressed (see Appendix 6). Whereas the District Council have made 
significant effort to quantify most of the baseline information, not all the 
information lent themselves to this form of assessment. Where this is the 
case, qualitative assessment has been made.  

 
6.2 Basic Characteristics of the District     
 
6.2.1 The District comprises of about 250 towns and villages spread over an 

area of 979 sq.km making it the largest District by area in Warwickshire.  
It has a population of 111,484 people. The unemployment rate is about 
1.2% compared to UK average of 2.5%. A significant proportion of the 
district’s residents are highly educated. The average household income of 
about £29,600 is above the national average of £26,200. Overall, out of 
354 local authorities in England and Wales, Stratford-on-Avon District is 
ranked 311th (1 being the most deprived) although there are significant 
pockets of deprivation according to indices of deprivation (2004 ODPM). In 
2001, there were about 48,659 homes. Half the households have 2 or 
more cars. The average age of local residents is about 42 years compared 
to an average age of 39 years across England as a whole. There is an 
increasing elderly population in the District. For example the proportion of 
the elderly aged 85 and above has increased by nearly half in the last 10 
years and it is expected that this trend would continue. 98.7% of the 
population of the District are white. Only 1.3% of the economically active 
population are from ethnic minorities compared to 5.8% nationally and 
5.0% regionally. The District has a high number of tourists visiting every 
year. It is estimated that about 5.5m people visited the District in 2001, 
spending about £238m. The tourism sector directly employs about 5,702 
people. The combination of the above characteristics together with the 
District’s attractive environment and pressures from surrounding counties 
has created it own pressures on demand for housing, in particular 
affordable housing, recreational facilities and congestion in some of main 
towns etc. Figure 5 is a map of the District in the context of its 
surrounding Districts and Counties. 
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 Figure 5 – Stratford Administrative Area 

 

 
6.2.2 The District lies in Midland England in the County of Warwickshire. The 

general landscape character is one of rolling lowland countryside, much of 
it arable farmland. Within this general description is a subtle but real 
variation. The north part of the District is characterised by small fields of 
wooded Arden, which gives way to the rather open and large grazing fields 
of the Avon and Stour valleys towards the south. Further south are the 
steep scarp slopes of Edgehill and the downland of the Cotswold fringe. 
These differences provide the basis for identifying distinct regions in the 
District. This characterisation has impacts on the way we look at design 
and landscaping issues in the District.  
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6.3 Challenges and Issues Facing the District 
 
6.3.1 The District faces a number of challenges, which DPD should seek to 

address. These challenges have been compiled from various sources 
including the Community Plan for the District, public consultation, 
stakeholder workshops etc. Internal consultation with all the sections of 
the District Council, Councillors, officers of the County Council were carries 
out. From these consultations specific Issues Papers have been prepared 
on these key challenges as basis for further debate. A set of the Issues 
Papers together with the key questions that were raised is attached as 
Appendix 3. Various statutory bodies, councillors of the District, and the 
general public have all been involved in determining the issues and 
challenges to be addressed by the LDF process. It is important that these 
issues and challenges are adequately justified by relevant and 
comprehensive evidence base. Appendix 4 sets out the baseline data 
relating to the specific challenges facing the District.  

 
7 Sustainability Appraisal Framework 
 
7.1  The Sustainability Appraisal Framework is informed by the key elements of 

Sustainable Development established in Figure 4, a review of relevant 
plans and programmes in Appendix 2, a review of the challenges facing 
the District and more importantly the West Midlands Sustainable 
Development Framework. The West Midlands SA Framework has had 
significant influence in developing the SA Framework for DPDs in this 
District because this framework has already been approved for it to be 
adapted as basis for sustainability appraisals of DPDs prepared in the 
region. This would ensure a consistent approach towards achieving 
regional planning and sustainability objectives. It needs to be emphasized 
that the SA Framework has been developed to reflect the unique 
circumstances of the District.  

 
7.2  The purpose of the SA Framework is to provide a consistent basis for 

describing, analysing and comparing the sustainability effects of the 
various DPDs and SPDs. The SA Framework also comprises of a set of 
objectives to be achieved by the provisions of the DPDs and SPDs. The 
manner in which the provisions of the DPDs and the SPDs contribute to 
achieving the objectives set out in the SA Framework will be measured as 
having either of the following with their assigned unique symbols: 

 
• ++ Significant positive effect 
• +    Positive effect 
• 0    No effect 
• -     Negative effect 
• -- Significant negative effect. 

 
7.3  Details of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework are set out in Figure 6 

below. 
 
Figure 6 
 
THEME OBJECTIVES  

DEVELOPING THRIVING SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 

Participation 
thriving sustainable 
communities 

Provide opportunities for communities to participate in 
and contribute to the decisions that affect their 
neighbourhoods and quality of life 
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THEME OBJECTIVES  

Crime Reduce crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour 

Health Improve health and reduce health inequalities by 
encouraging and enabling healthy lifestyles as well as 
protecting health and providing health services 

Poverty Tackle poverty and disadvantage, taking into account 
the particular difficulties of those facing multiple 
disadvantage 

Access Promote and improve access to services and 
opportunity, including education and lifelong learning, 
leisure, employment, health; and ensure that access is 
equitable, regardless of location, income, lifestyle or 
background 

Culture & 
recreation 

Improve opportunities to participate in the cultural and 
recreational activities that the District can offer 

Housing Provide decent and affordable housing for all, of the 
right quantity, type, tenure and affordability for local 
needs, in clean, safe and pleasant local environments 

Population Balance the needs of local people and visitors, and 
establish the District as both a self-sufficient District for 
residents and a high quality place for visitors. 

ENHANCE AND PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

Environmental 
Assets 

Value, enhance and protect the District’s environmental 
assets, including the natural and built environment and 
environmental heritage 

Biodiversity  Value, enhance and protect biodiversity 
Land use Encourage development that optimises the use of 

previously developed land and buildings and creates 
high quality built environments incorporating high 
quality green space, design and encouraging 
biodiversity 

Urban Development Encourage urban development that improves the quality 
of the urban environment as a whole in order to stem 
the unsustainable decentralisation of people, jobs and 
other activities away from urban areas 

Stewardship Encourage local stewardship of local environments 

Pollution Minimise air, water and soil pollution level 

Climate change Minimise the District’s contribution to the causes of 
climate change while implementing a managed response 
to its unavoidable impacts 

ENSURE PRUDENT AND EFFICIENT USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Energy Reduce overall energy use through increasing energy 
efficiency, and increase the proportion of energy 
generated from renewable sources 

Conservation Conserve use of natural resources such as water and 
minerals 

Standards Promote and ensure high standards of sustainable 
resource-efficient design, construction and maintenance 
of buildings 

Planning Ensure the location of development makes efficient use 
of existing physical infrastructure and helps reduce need 
to travel, especially by private car, allocate land for 
development in sustainable locations, and enhance the 
character of the District. 



 12

THEME OBJECTIVES  

Transport Encourage modal shift away from private car use and 
reduce the production of pollutants and congestion from 
transport while creating good accessibility for all people 
in the District 

Waste Encourage and enable waste minimisation, reuse, 
recycling and recovery to divert resources away from 
the waste stream 

Local Sourcing Encourage local sourcing of goods and materials, and 
rural economic growth. 

DEVELOPING A FLOURISHING, DIVERSE AND STABLE ECONOMY 

Growth Achieve sustainable economic growth and prosperity for 
the benefit of all the District’s inhabitants 

Employment Create high quality employment opportunities suited to 
the changing needs of the local workforce, whilst 
recognising the value and contribution of unpaid work 

Investment  Promote investment in future prosperity  

Skills Encourage ongoing investment and engagement in 
learning and skills development 

Innovation Encourage a culture of enterprise and innovation 

Technology Promote and support the development of new 
technologies, especially those with high value and low 
impact 

Responsibility Encourage corporate social and environmental 
responsibility, with local organisations and agencies 
leading by example 

Tourism Enhance the visitor experience and ensure Stratford in 
particular and the District as a whole establishes itself 
as a World Class place for tourists 

 
 
8      Consulting on the Scoping Report 
 
8.1  An important and integral part of the SA process is public consultation. 

Both the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act and the SEA Directive 
require a comprehensive public consultation of SAs. The Directive also 
requires responses to public consultation to be fully taken into account 
before the SA is finalised. It is also a requirement that certain designated 
consultation bodies in the UK are consulted. This include – English 
Heritage, Natural England and the Environment Agency. Equally, the 
general public will be given the opportunity and adequate time to 
comment on each stage of the SA process.  

 
8.2  It is a fundamental philosophy of our approach to consultation to engage 

all relevant sections of the community at the very nearly stages of the 
process before decisions are made. For the purposes of this Scoping 
Report, the designated consultation bodies and other relevant local and 
regional organisations such as the Local Strategic Partnership will be 
consulted before the scoping report is published to seek their views on the 
following: 
 
• whether there are other relevant plans, programmes, strategies that 

need to be taken into account in defining the sustainability issues and 
framework; 
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• whether the list of sustainability issues are adequately 
comprehensively; 

• whether the appraisal framework is comprehensive enough to form the 
basis of the sustainability appraisal; 

• whether the approach adopted would meet the provisions of both the 
SEA Directive and the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act; 

• whether there are additional sources of data that would further help 
inform the process. 

 
8.5 The general public will be given a minimum period of six weeks to 

comment on the Scoping Report. The identification of the ‘public’ is a 
matter for the District Council to decide. As part of the Local Development 
Framework, the Council has an adopted Statement of Community 
Involvement, which was published in April 2006. A copy of the document 
can be found on the Council’s website – www.stratford.gov.uk. The 
document defines the Council’s approach to consultation in the District. 
This document has already gone through an extensive public consultation 
in its own right and scrutinised by an independent Inspector appointed by 
the Secretary of State at a public inquiry before it was adopted. The aim of 
the Statement of Community Involvement is to allow local people including 
local groups and organisations the opportunity to be fully and effectively 
be involved in influencing the Development Plan Documents and 
development decision-making process. It sets out clearly the manner in 
which the Council intends to achieve this and the Council is concerned to 
ensure that the provisions of this document are followed in the preparation 
of the SA (a copy of the documents can be from the Council’s website). 
 

8.6 There has also been an extensive internal consultation with other officers 
of the various sections of the District Council and Councillors whose 
involvement has been crucial in identifying the issues and challenges 
facing the District. Various workshops were organised with relevant 
officers from all sections of the District Council as well as colleagues from 
the County Council. Similar workshops were organised with Councillors of 
the Council. One of the purposes of the workshops is to help determine 
what the local and sustainability issues are and how they could be 
addressed in the LDF process. 

 
8.7 It is also very important to note that most of the sources from which 

baseline information had been collected have themselves undergone 
extensive public consultation exercises before they were adopted. 

 
8.8 The consultation process for the preparation of the SA is a continuous one 

with an inbuilt feedback mechanism for monitoring and review at each 
stage of the process.  

 
8.9 The public will be well and adequately informed about the consultation 

exercises themselves through the media, libraries, local offices of the 
Council and direct mailing and the Council’s response to any 
representations received will be published in a report to be considered by 
the Council. An appropriate committee of the Council will adopt the final 
document as part of the relevant DPD. This comprehensive approach to 
consultation would also apply to the SAs of each of the Local Plan 
Documents and Supplementary Planning Documents. 
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    Scoping Report 

Figure 7 below sets out a diagrammatic demonstration of the consultation 
process underpinning the preparation of this Scoping Report. It is 
important to emphasise that the Scoping Report has also been significantly 
influenced by a review of the list of relevant plans, programmes and 
strategies identified in Appendix 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7 – Diagrammatic representation of consultation exercise 
underpinning the preparation of the Scoping Report. 
 

 
9      The Next Stages of the SA process. 

 
9.1      The next stages of the SA process will follow stages 2 – 5 of Figure 3 

above. It is intended that a multi-disciplinary group comprising of 
representatives from relevant sections of the District Council and other 
external organisations will be established to appraise the impacts of 
options and the provisions of the various DPDs against the established 
sustainable development framework and determine the appropriate set of 
mitigation measures that may be necessary to address any negative 
impacts. Also, the Local Strategic Partnership and relevant groups and 
organisations will be consulted at relevant stages of the process. 

 
9.2  An independent consultant will be commissioned to assess the objectivity 

of the appraisal and to check whether the quality assurance checklist 
provided in Appendix 4 of Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial 
Strategies and Local Development Documents (November 2005) has been 
fully met. 

 

Designated 
Consultation Bodies: 
Countryside Agency, 
English Heritage, 
English Nature and 
Environment Agency 

Councillors, 
officers of various 
sections of SDC 
 

Strategic Authorities: 
WCC/Government 
Office for West 
Midlands, 

General Public, 
Local businesses, 
organisations, 
resident groups 
etc. 
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9.3  It is expected to establish clear linkages between the Final SA Report, the 
quality of DPDs and other SPDs of the Council. 

 
10  Conclusion 
 
10.1 The SA Scoping Report has been prepared to comply with both the SEA 

Directive and the requirements of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act of 2004. It addresses all the tasks set out in Sustainability Appraisal of 
Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Framework published 
by ODPM (November 2005). It also sets out clearly the approach to be 
taken for the subsequent stages of the SA process. The SA process is an 
integral part of the DPD preparation process and it is anticipated that it 
would assist in striking a good balance between the social, economic and 
environmental objectives of the DPDs thereby assisting the Council’s to 
achieve its fundamental objective of Sustainable Development.   

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


