
The availability of affordable
housing is a key issue for
local residents. Your Council
is leading on a new
approach that is the first of
its kind in the country, and is
helping to provide affordable
housing for local people in
rural villages. 

The first two schemes based
on the ‘Local Choice’ initiative
have just been finished with
ten new affordable homes
provided for rent in Brailes,
and four in Long Compton.
These homes are restricted to
households with local
connections.

Regional planning policies
severely limit new housing
development outside
Stratford-upon-Avon. Your
Council recognises rural

communities need some
controlled development to
keep them healthy and viable,
and so are to provide this
through the Local Choice
initiative.

While your District Council is
responsible for making
decisions on planning
applications, it will normally
reflect the adopted Parish (or
Town) Plans when making the
decision. Parish Plans can
consider local issues including
employment opportunities,
community facilities, or the
lack of high-quality, affordable
housing for local people.

For further information,
please contact John Gordon
on 01789 260843, or
e-mail: housing@
stratford-dc.gov.uk

‘Local choice’ for
housing
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A new vision 
for Stratford
Council agrees £5m
grant to enhance
parts of the town. 9

Smoke-free 
public house
Clean-air award for
Long Itchington
gastro-pub. 12

Novel planning approach provides
ten new affordable homes for rent. 

Tanworth-in-Arden 
schoolboy wins
food safety prize.2

A new leisure facility at
Shipston High School
opened in time for the
autumn half term holidays,
after your Council's
investment of £2.15m in the
project.

This leisure centre provides
high quality facilities for the
benefit of the local community,
replacing the former school
swimming pool with a new
five-lane 25 metre pool, air-
conditioned fitness suite,

changing accommodation and
a spectator lounge. 
For further information about
leisure facilities contact Paul
Ogden on 01789 260611 or 
e-mail: leisure@stratford-
dc.gov.uk

Shipston leisure centre opened for the community

Residents move into their new home, built through the novel approach to planning in
Local Choice. 

Food for 
thought
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A year ago your Council, in
partnership with
Warwickshire County
Council, introduced new on-
street parking arrangements
in Stratford town centre. 

Householders have been
very pleased with the revised
residents' permit scheme, as
they can now park outside
their own homes. Spaces are
also available on most streets
in the town centre, so the new
parking system is definitely
working.

Earlier this year Paul
Lankester, Chief Executive,
spent a day on the front-line
to experience for himself the
things Parking Attendants
deal with on a daily basis. He
admits to being impressed
with their professionalism in
the face of some difficult
tasks. 

An experienced Parking
Attendant described their
daily experiences:

"Some people consider
Stratford-upon-Avon’s Parking
Attendants to be the lowest
possible form of human life.
What these people often
forget is that a Parking

Attendant is not just some
form of lower caste Traffic
Warden handing out parking
tickets.

"When the Air Ambulance
needs to land close to the
centre of town to pick up a
casualty and the Police are
stretched thinly across the
county, who is first to lend a
hand keeping the way clear
for crew and casualty? When
CCTV cannot locate
troublemakers and suspects,
who becomes the ‘eyes and
ears’ for the Police and CCTV
on the street? When tourists
get lost, who are the first
people to get asked for
assistance or directions?

“Well it isn’t the tooth fairies.
It’s us, the Parking Enforce-
ment ‘Green Meanies’ (We do
get called much worse).

"It’s surprising how much of
the working day is taken up
being courteous to a curious
member of the public. It is not
unusual to find yourself being
used as a photographic
‘prop’, especially by French
and Japanese tourists. 

"The benefits to Stratford
residents have not entirely

gone unnoticed. Residents
are often pleased to see the
Parking Attendants simply
because they are a uniformed
presence, or so that they can
actually park within fifty yards
of their own front doorstep! 

"What many people often
forget before giving one of
our number a mouthful is that
our primary purpose is to
keep the streets clear. When
we issue a parking ticket for
an overstay, it is so someone
else can have a chance at
that parking space. 

“When we issue a parking
ticket on a Bus Stop or Taxi
rank, it is so that the buses

and taxis can stop and do
their jobs without blocking the
street.

"Our argument is that being
a Parking Attendant can’t all
be cut and pasted onto a
spreadsheet or neatly tucked
within the borders of a
stereotype. We are the front
line, and as anyone will tell
you who has ‘been there’, the
closer you get, the more the
line gets blurred."
For further information
about parking contact Your
Council's Streetscene team
on 01789 260616 or e-mail:
streetscene@
stratford-dc.gov.uk

District Council Chief Executive Paul Lankester, left, with one of the Parking Attendants
checks on a parking meter during his day with the parking team.

Taking the
stress out
of parking 

Tanworth schoolboy wins safety prize 
A schoolboy from Tanworth-in-Arden has scooped the first prize in a competition to
raise awareness of food safety and healthy eating during National Food Safety Week
in June.

Eight year old Luke Simkiss described what healthy food choices he would put into
a lunch box and three important messages about keeping the food safe from germs.
The recommended daily intake is five portions of fruit and vegetables a day – 80
grams per portion.

For further information about healthy eating contact Nancy Singleton on 01789
260803 or e-mail: envhealth@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Picture left: Eight year old Luke Simkiss celebrates with District Council Chairman Councillor Tony Dixon after winning
the food safety competition.
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It used to be said that
young people “should be
seen and not heard”. Your
District Council is leading
an initiative to change this
view, as young people are
vital in setting tomorrow's
agenda - after all, they will
be running it.

Young people, whatever
their background, are being
asked to join a set of Youth
Panels meeting in Studley,
Stratford, Southam and
Shipston. 

These Panels will give
young people the opportunity
to raise their particular issues
with decision makers face-to-
face. Your Council is working
with Warwickshire County
Council and the Connexions
service to establish the Youth
panels, but it is the young
people themselves who will
take over their running.

Already concerns have
been raised about access to
leisure facilities and as a
result representatives of the
Youth Panels have been
supported in approaching
leisure centre managers to

improve this. Future
developments will no doubt
include young people’s
perspectives on law and
order. 

In a recent local survey
young people were twice as
worried as adults about
going out at night. Most

youth crime tends to be
against other young people. 

For further information on
youth panels please
contact Paul Chapman on
01789 260125 or e-mail
policyandpr@
stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Young people put their point of view about a Studley Youth Forum to Paul Chapman of
your Council.

Council works with
young and old alike

Is everything these days just aimed at
the younger generation? That’s a
question that the over-50s in the
district think they already know the
answer to, which is why a Senior
Citizens' Action Network (SCAN) was
set up a few years ago.

The aim of SCAN is to improve public
services for older people and make the
most of their experience and knowledge
in having their say on the things that
affect them. Your Council supports
SCAN by helping to arrange meetings

and providing officials to be questioned
on matters ranging from Council Tax
and potholes to anti-social behaviour
and noisy neighbours.

Meetings are free and held every two
months, usually with a guest speaker on
a variety of topics that may be of
interest. SCAN groups currently run
across the District. 
If you would like to join your local
SCAN group, please contact Chris
Mitchell on 01789 260108 or e-mail:
policyandpr@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Young people have been offered the opportunity to get involved in
deciding council policies that affect them and their future... 

...whilst older people are also being encouraged to offer their vast
expertise in shaping key council policies 

Professor George Giarchi, Head of Faculty for Health and
Social Work at the University of Plymouth, captivates his
audience with his talk - Ageing, the Great Adventure - at
last month's (SCAN) meeting at Stratford Racecourse. 
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How are we doing?
Your Council helped
provide 200 new affordable
homes in 2004/5. In the
first 6 months of this year,
64 were delivered.

Your Council has helped
older people secure over
£1m of additional Benefits
through a District-wide
campaign.



Transforming our Theatres
The Royal Shakespeare Company has
embarked on the transformation of its
Stratford-upon-Avon home.

The aim is to create the best modern
day playhouse for Shakespeare in the
world by transforming the existing Royal
Shakespeare Theatre auditorium and
improving the public areas – including
the foyers, restaurants, shops, bars and
exhibition facilities whilst retaining the
key Art Deco elements of the original
1932 theatre.

Phase one – The Courtyard Theatre
Work is underway on the creation of a
new temporary theatre for the RSC,
allowing the Company to continue
performing in Stratford during the
redevelopment. The 1,000-seat
Courtyard Theatre opens in July 2006
during the RSC’s Complete Works of
Shakespeare Festival. The Courtyard
Theatre’s stage and seating will be a
prototype for the redeveloped Royal
Shakespeare Theatre auditorium.

In 2007, when work on transforming
the Royal Shakespeare Theatre begins,
The Courtyard Theatre will become the
RSC’s main theatre in Stratford-upon-
Avon. When the development of the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre is complete,
The Courtyard Theatre will be dismantled
and The Other Place will re-open as the
RSC’s studio theatre.

Phase two - Transformation of the
Royal Shakespeare Theatre
Work to transform the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre will start in 2007.
Architects, Bennetts Associates, are
currently working with the RSC to
produce designs for the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre and the RSC’s site. 

The aim is to create the best
environment for artists and audiences to

perform and enjoy Shakespeare by
improving the relationship between the
audience and actor; bringing them closer
together and creating a more intimate
auditorium. Since April this year Bennetts
Associates have been getting to know
the town and the RSC to understand
what is needed from the new building by
residents, visitors, artists and audiences.

Although outline designs for the
building will not be available until the
New Year an emerging concept for the
site includes:
• A new ‘thrust stage’ auditorium where

actors and audience share the same
room with the furthest seat from the
stage reduced from 27 to 15 metres

• A more welcoming, more visible
entrance on Waterside for both the
Swan and the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre; 

• An improved and expanded shared
foyer space for the two theatres;

• A new public courtyard on Waterside;
• New pedestrian routes around the

transformed building – including a
renewed and level riverside walkway;

• Better restaurant, café and other
audience facilities;

• The development and extension of the
Union Club site to provide improved
space for rehearsal, learning,
production workshops and offices. 

Community Days
An extensive programme of consultation
is already underway. The RSC wants to
hear your views and will be hosting a
series of Community Days over the
coming months. If you live locally and
would like to take a look behind the
scenes of the theatre and hear more
about the RSC’s plans to transform its
home you can book a space for free.

Spaces are limited and will be
allocated on a first come first served
basis. You will need to book a place in
advance by emailing
community@rsc.org.uk or writing to
Communications Department, Royal
Shakespeare Company, Waterside,
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6BB, stating
your name, address, telephone number
plus the date and session you would like
to attend.
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PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

New era for the RSC

Your Review Development

Sketch of the proposed 1000 seat auditorium' – image by charcoalblue.

Community Day dates
Sunday 5 February - either 10.30am, 12 noon or 2pm
Sunday 5 March - either 10.30am, 12 noon or 2pm
Sunday 14 May - either 10.30am, 12 noon or 2pm
Sunday 25 June - either 10.30am, 12 noon or 2pm



A £5M grant from
Advantage West Midlands
has been agreed in
principle to help fund the
development of Stratford-
upon-Avon. 

Your Council is committed
to ensuring that, by 2009, the
town will achieve World
Heritage status as formal
recognition, throughout the
world, of the importance of
Stratford-upon-Avon.

The grant will help fund
improvements to the
Waterfront area around
Bancroft Gardens and
Waterside.

Proposals are being drawn
up in partnership with a
number of organisations to
turn the vision into reality, but
we all want the public to be
in the centre of the action. 

We have therefore
consulted widely on the
future development of the
town. Priorities examined
include future building
design, balancing transport
needs, developing the local
economy, creating safe,
attractive and creating public
accessible areas. 

We recognise that
transforming Stratford-upon-
Avon, in accordance with our
Vision, is a task requiring
high standards of partnership
working. 

We will work together to
achieve a vibrant, world-class
town that meets the needs of
residents, businesses and
visitors alike. 
For further information
about the project please
contact Paul Ogden on
01789 260611 or 
email leisure@
stratford-dc.gov.uk

...and it’s not just Stratford
We are also working together with local organisations
and people to develop long term Visions for the future of
the market towns of Alcester, Shipston and Southam. 

For further information about this work please contact
Paul Ogden on 01789 260611 or email leisure@
stratford-dc.gov.uk
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World-class heritage
vision takes shape
Council wins a £5M grant to enhance 
and develop Stratford-upon-Avon...

If you are thinking of starting up
a new business you will no
doubt welcome any help that is
available. 

The good news is that your
Council is playing a major part in
setting up a pilot scheme in
Shipston aimed at helping new
businesses.

We are working in partnership
with the Stour Power
regeneration scheme to offer
new and growing businesses
advice. 

The new scheme has been
launched after feedback from the
local community and other
businesses in the area.

Although the local economy
itself is diverse with a large
number of home workers and
commuters, there were concerns
about the high price of land,
reliance on a few large
employers and the general lack
of opportunities for employment.

Your Council's aim is therefore
to support projects that will
attract quality new businesses to
the District and benefit the local
economy. Advantage West
Midlands, the government's
regional development agency,
recommended the pilot business
start up programme to test
demand for such for the potential
of a longer term project for the
area.
For further information about
the new business start up
scheme please contact Julia
Aratoon on 01789 260103 or 
e-mail: ecodev@
stratford-dc.gov.uk

Golden moment
Your Council was awarded a
gold commendation in a
government report for its work
with the voluntary sector. 

Our joint approach to
implementing a countywide
networking scheme was praised,
along with our success in multi-
year funding, joint training, and
work shadowing.

Shipston gets 
extra help 
for start-ups
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}... such stuff as dreams are made on ...~

A multi-million pound scheme
to achieve a vibrant, World-Class town

that meets the needs of residents,
businesses and visitors alike

The above message was carried on display material created to promote
the scheme. It includes the logos of key partners in the project.


